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Tegislative Hssembly,

Thursday, 4th December, 1930,

Motion: Urgency, unemployment ..
Qllahlons Government  bulldings, lmporteﬂ mnlerml :
Bus ronte, cnncellatlon . 23565
Rallway Workshops, itsmlssaby ..

Cost of Living Select Commlttee Report pre.seubed .. 2355
Bills : Land and Income '.l‘nx Assesiment Act Amend
ment, 1n. 2355
Salarles Tax reporl; 2355
Tudustrial Arbitmtlon Aot Amendmem ET 2356
Premiom Bonds, 1R. 2357
kst Perth Puhlic Hall, 3R, 2857
The SPEAKER took the Chair at 7.30

p.m., and read pravers.

MOTION—URGENCY.
Unemgoygnizent,

Mr, SPEAKER: T have received the fol-
lowing letter from the Leader of the QOppo-
sition :—

Dear Sie,—F desire {o inform you that it
is mv intention to meove the adjournment of
the House under Standing Order No. 47 to de-
bate o definite matter of ulgent puhlm inmport-
ance, namely, the state of unemployment now
pl'ov:u]mg. Yuourg faithfully, Philip Collier.
Before that motion eun be entertained, it
will be necessary for seven membhers to rise
in their places.

Seven members having risen,

HON. P. COLLIER (DBoulder) [7.35]: 1
am {uking this step of moving the adjourn-
ment of the House beeavse T consider we
ought not to elose the session without hav-
ing a diseussion npon the position regarding
unemployment in Western Australia fo-day.
It is not necessary that I should stress the
fact that there are large numbers of men
out of work throughout the whole State.
That is well within the knowledge of every
hon. memher. I have not seen the latest
fienres from the Tabour Burean as to the
actual number of unemployed here, but I
shonld say that fully 20 per cent. of the
workers throughout the State are out of em-
ployment. That is a most nnfortunate situa-
tion, partieularly as the trouble is growing
worse week Iix week, For a while the posi-
tion was not so acnfe beeause of the work
effectedd by loeal committees who rendered
great assistance to the Government in find-
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ing employment and providing additional
funds. We learn from newspaper reporis,
however, that the funds of those commitiees
are hiecoming exhausted and that they will
not be able to render the same measure of
support in the future as they have during
recent months. The longer a person is ou
of work, the more diffieult his sitvation he-
cotues. Whatever savings be may have put
aside, becomne exhansted; his clothing be-
comes worn out; his existence hecomes more
difficult. Afler a few motths of unemploy-
ment, he is in o desperate plight. I know
it is dificult to find & solution for the exist-
ing evil. The whole problem is governed
by finince, and heeause of the London mar-
ket heing closed to borrowing for the whole
of Australia, public works and development
in this State have not proceeded apace as
in vears gone by. In consequence, there
has been a great falling off in the oppor-
tunities for employmeut. We know, too, that
the difficulty is world-wide. It seems to me
that unless society finds some remedy for
the tragedy of unemplovmenf, eivilisation
itself will nltimately erash. There is a con-
siderable pereentage of men out of work in
practically every country in the world. While
we are suffering from great depression. our
warehonses are stored with foodstuffs. Over
production obtains everywhere, but we are
unahle to market ouwr goods.  Althongh sup-
plies are plentiful, large nnmbers of our
people arve feeling the pangs of hunger. 1t
is extraordinary that the world should be
suffering from over-production of foodstnfis
that are essential for life itself. We pro-
duee in abundance, but we arve unable to
sell what we produce. Despite all this, a
eonsiderahle pereentage of our people are
unable to obtain the neeessaries of life. That
is the position that confronts us. The fig-
ures published in the monthly finoricial re-
turns indieate the gravity of the wnemploy-
ment sitnation in this State. During the
past two months thoze retnrns show that
we have expended by way of unemploy-
inent velief payments, sams monthly at
a rate that represents something like
£500,000 a vear. That is a staggering
sum for a State with a population of
only 400,000 to previde for such a pur-
pose. T would like the Government to in-
dieate whether there is any possibility of
securing further funds from the Common-
wealth to relieve the situation. T know
there arc great difficulties to he overcome
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in that respect, aud I believe that the Pre-
mier has been pressing the Commonwealth
Government for further finanecial assistance.
I would like to know what the prospects are,
and whether there is any hope in the near
future of the existing position being re-
lieved. For the State Governments, there

is no other source of supply of necessarv
funds except by means of increased
taxation. On the other hand, the

States, and particularly Western Australia,
have taxed the people up to the limit. We
know there is a point bevond which addi-
tional taxation serves mevely to add to our
troubles. While raising funds by that means
to afford relief to those who are out of work,
we can, by over-txation, essily create further
unemplovment. However, in Australia the
community, both in the Federal and State
spheres, is already overburdened with taxa-
tion. The position can be relieved, T think,
by the Commonwealth Government; and it
ought to be done.  Whatever may bhe said
regarding the inflation of the note issue—
I am one of those who believe it is a dan-
gerous thing—it seems to me that we have
reached the stage in Ausfralia when some
limited measure of inflation will have to he
resorted to. There is no other way out of
the difficulty: there iz no escape from it.
The Commonwealth Government will have
to finance the nation over its trouble, and
out of the difficulties we are experiencing
to-day.

Mr. Willcock: Or else prevent deflation.

Hon. . COLLIER: That is so. Tt is the
rate of deflation that has caused our troubles,
No one wounld say for one moment that if
war were to hreak out to-morrow and were
to continue as the Great War did, some
means of financing the nation through the
upheaval would not he found. We had ex-
perience extending over four vears of the
war period, during which extraordinary and
unexpected expenditure was foreed upon us,
of finding means that enabled us to finance
our war activities, Surely in fimes of peaee
and production the nation can find some
means of financing the employment of its
eitizens! If we cannot find some machinery
or method for finaneing our people so that
they may be emploved, we will have to admit
that the nation is hankrupt. We can never
recover from the distress of to-day while
such a large percentage of our people are
out of work. Tt iz only hy producing wealth
and keeping people in emplovment that
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countries can rise above difficulties and
troubles such as we are experiencing. In
‘Western Australia our percentage of unem-
ployment is as high as in any other part.
Statistics show that throughout the Com-
monwealth quite 20 per cent. of our man-
hood is out of work. That is an appalling
situation, It leads to catastrophes. Day
after day we read reports in the newspapers
of tragedies that arise from the depressed
state of mind from which many of our peo-
ple are snffering through want of employ-
ment. Those tragedies are eaused by fears
entertained for the future and the hopeless-
ness of the outlook ahead. Truly it is an
appalling state of affairs. Some remedy
must be found to overcome the tragedy of
to-day. I hope the Prime Minister, when
he retwns from London will immediately
call & meeting of Premiers to deal with this,
one of the most important and argent qnes-
tions that could be diseussed by the heads
of Governments throughout the Common-
wealth. I hope the Premier will suggest it
to the Prime Minister,

The Minister for Railways: Therc was a
time when a meeting of all parties was
called because the position was so serious.

The Attorney General: Yes, let ns have
a meeting and include members of {he Op-
position.

The Minister for Railwavs- It wns less
serious then than it is now.

Hon. P. COLLIER: This is a ouestion
that ought not to be treated on party lines.
The Minister for Lands: Tt cannot he.

Hon. P. COLLTER: Ii is too sericus to
be treated on party lines, and the people
suffering do not care who hrings them relief.
They want work; they want assistance in
this terrible time of stress, and it i« the
duty and responsibility of every seetion of
thought to assist to overcome the difficulty.
Personally I should be willing to assist any
Government in any way T could to over-
come the trouble. I know what the difficulty
is: 1 experienced some of 1, paviienltarly
during the last six or 12 months T was in
office, and it is ever so much worss to-day.
The numbers have inereased greatly Aduring
recent months and, I fear, will continue
(o increase. The position is becoming apal-
ling, We cannot and we must not allow
our people to soffer for the want of food.
Tt iz bad enough for a single man to be in
want, hut when we have such a larze num-
her of married men, with families and re-
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sponsibilities, unable adequately to feed
those dependent upon them, it is indeed
serious. I do not know what the situation
must be in the homes where there are young
children who have to live on sustenance pro-
vided by the Government. It will have a
serious effect upon the future generations in
this State. Most certainly the children
being born and reared at the present time
will not get a fair chance in life. They
will be handicapped for the rest of their
lives, because of the insufficient nourish-
ment available to the mothers and to the
children in their early years, We must en-
deavour to do something, and if we cannot
tind money with which to carry on works,
the Government will have to devise some
means to inerease the sustenance. While
the sustenance allowance is sufficient to pro-
vide the bare food necessaries of life, there
is no provision for all the other things re-
guired in the homes. There is no provision
for clothing; stocks of clothing soon be-
come worn out and people ave in want of
¢lothing. Rents are going up, furniture is
going to pieces, clothing is disappearing,
and there are no means of meeting {hose
difficulties. I confess that I have not any
suggestions to make. 1f is easy to talk.
We all know what the position is, but it
is difficult to suggesl any way to meet it.
T can only think it will be met by the aid
of the Federal Government, and the Com-
monwealth Bank will have to find some
means of coming to the assistanee of the
States. I am glad that the Federal Lahour
Party have decided that the Parliamentary
gession shall not close uniil provision of
some kind has been made to meet the un-
employed situation. Tt was announeed last
week that the State Government would he
able to find work for 1,300 men, mainly
on drainage work in the South-West. I do
not know when that will be; probably it
will be some months ahead.

The Premier: No, they are being sent
out now.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is a start, but
it will be some months before the full num-
her can he employed. I do not know what
the works are or what the Government have
in mind, but T hope the Premier will be
able to give the House some assnrance that
the Commonwealth Government will be able
to supply funds fo enable us to employ
more of our citizens. I do not wish to
labour the question. It is an appalling
state of affairs that such a large number
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of our people should be out of work. There
is not a home in the metropolitan area
with s grown up family of boys and girls,
many of whom are not of necessity heing
maintained by the father who is in work.
Bad as that is, it is not so bad as the posi-
{ion in those homes where there is no income
whatever. 1 know that large numbers of
artisans who lrave never had to ask the
Government for assistance in their Jlives
are to-day living on sustenance. It is heart-
breaking for them to have to do it. 1 was
informed yesterday that one union, not a
large union—the furniture makers and up-
holsterers’—have 750 members out of work.
Every organisation in the eountry is simi-
larly affected. I hope we shall be able to
do something., If there are no present
prospects of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment deing anything, I hope that imme-
diately the Prime Minister returvs, a con-
ference will be held. In faet, if the Prime
Minister on his return passes throngh Perth,
Lhe should be approached to the end that
some provision might he made to over-
come this terrible tragedy that is abroad
in the land.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James
Mitehell—Northam) [7.52]: I have zlready
suggested, as the Leader of the Opposition
kinows, that on the Prime Minister’s re-
turn we should meet him to diseuss this
question, and I am drafting suggestions
with the object of getting Leaders of Op-
position to join with the Premiers in dis-
cussing the matter. Nothing can be done
to increase employment without the aid of
borrowed money. I agree with the Leader
of the Opposition that taxation has
already exhausted the limit of usefulness.
We have taxed far beyond that limit and
have destroyed enterprise by taxation im-
posts. There are three taxing authorities
—the Commonwealth Government, the
State Government, and the local authori-
ties—and the fhree of them this year will
take between them by way of taxation at
least one-third of the gross preduetion of
wealth. When such a large proportion
goes to the tax-gatherers, it eannot be
spent on wages. There are many reasons
for the prevalence of unemployment. One
is the cessation of borrowing. The Leader
of the Opposition has told the House that
we must borrow and can only borrow
throngh the Commonwealth Treasury. That
is true. For the moment, Australia cannot
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approach the London money market, It is
closed to us. The money available for
Government loans in Austrelia is almost
exhausted. At any rate, there is very little
more than can be borrowed. I had hopet
when Mr. Secullin went to England that he
would be able to arrange for Australia to
go upon the London market again. Only
during the last year has the London mar-
ket been entirely closed to ns. This State
has been in the habit for many years of
borrowing about £4,000,000 a year, prin-
cipally in London, and much of our work
has been carried on by means of money
borrowed there. Not only is money scarce
in Australia but it is very dear. Unfiil
money ¢an be obtained from the Common-
wealth Government, there is no chance of
the State getting money to spend.  Tast
year we  horrowed £3,600,000, of which
£260,000 was spent on road cvonstruetion,
vhile our total expenditure on road con-
struction for the vear was about £1,100,000,
That was a fairly considerable sum. Last
year our wheat brought twice as much as
it is bringing to-day, and wool was also
commanding a better price. This year we
shall have less loan money to spend un-
less, as the Leader of the Opposition said,
the Federal Government can obtain some
for us. OQOur wheat will bring about
£6,000,000 this year, whereas on the basis
of the price at this time last year it would
have realised £12,000,000. The financial in-
stitutions are not now _lending money be-
cause they had previously lent almost to the
limit. Probably £1,500,000 is lost to enter-
prise as compared with a year ago through
the banks reducing advances, Of money
brought into the State we shall have
£4,500,000 less this vear than we haidl
last year, and side by side with that has
to be rememhbered the fall in price of
wheat, wool and, in fact, every commodity.
Very little timber is being cut at present
because of the lack of export orders. The
whole world seems to be unable to find
money with which to buy goods, although
it seems the world is well supplied with
money. However, that is the position. I
am told that the timber mills are about
to ¢lose down for a few weeks, but I hope
they will re-open after Christmas. That
will depend upon their getting orders from
overseas.

Mr. McCallam: Are you referring to the
State Sawmills?
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The PREMIER: No, I am told that the
privately-owned mills are to elose down for
i few weeks, Timber is not being shipped
in any quantity. The railway returns show
that; there is a falling-off month by
month. Tt is because there is no export
and no casy sale for any commodity that
we are short of thd ecapital which was
previously available and which we used
together with the money we borrowed. If
we could borrow £2,000,000 and it could be
spent exelusively on wages, we could put
everybody who is unemployed back in
worlk. It is unfortunate that so muech
more depends upon Government -employ-
ment in bad times than in good times. It
can veadily be understood that when our
farmers are getting only 2s. or 2s. 2d. a
bushel for their wheat, they cannot employ
labor. I do not know how the crop iz being
taken off, or how it is being handled, or
why so few men are being employed in the
harvest work, but the wheat is being taken
off and is being shipped.

Mr. MeCallam: The harvest is exceeding
expectations everywhere.

The PREMIER: It is fortunate that the
yield is better than was expected, With
the 450,000,000 bushels of wheat to be
handled in the next few months, what with
the stacking, storage, trucking and hand-
ling on wharf aend on ship, one would
imagine that most of the men out of work
would have been absorbed. They wonld
have been had wheat brought a reasonable
price.  The trouble is that the farmers
cannot obtain she eash with which to pay
wages.

Mr. McCallum: Tt all has to be handled
and will make a lot of work.

The PREMIER: Yes, but the farmers
are doing a great deal of work with the
assistance of their families. The shortage
of work on the farms is due to more than
one cause. It is due to the fall in the
prices of wheat and other products, but
another cause is the deflation of values re-
ferred to by the Leader of the Opposition.
In this State I believe the deflation means
ahout €73,000,000. Tf we take that over
the value of the freehold securities there is
honnd to he fearful tronble. For Australin
as a whole the amount would he many times
greater. Men who hold securities which have
alwavs enabled them to secure accommoda-
tion in order to carry on legitimate opera-
tions now find them deflated in value, money
is not avatlahle to them, and they canant



{4 DecemBER, 1930.]

spend as they did. There never was a time
in the history of the State when money was
so tight, and so hard to get and when it was
80 dear, The deflation bas not been checked.
A year or two ago sheep fetched up to £2
a head. To-day they can be purchased for
1s. 6d. and lambs for 5s. That does not
leave any margin for profit, or much to spend
when selling charges have been deducted.
These are some of the causes for the short-
age of employment. They have created diffi-
culty not only for those in work but for all
people. There never was such widespread
trouble in the State ag there is to-day. Peo-
ple who are well off in assets have great
diffieulty in getting any money. Not only
ihe farmers and the workers in the timber
industry, but business people in every walk
of life are experiencing difficulty in carry-
ing on and obtaining accommodation. It is
deplorable that in a eountry suech as ours,
as undeveloped as ours, and containing so
muoeh land that could be brought into use,
there should be men out of work. The work
is there to be done, The Leader of the Op-
position said the unemployment trouble was
world-wide. One can understand it in the
Old Country where they have 45 million
people and only a small ares of developed
country. They must look for a market for
their manufactured goods outside their own
territory. We can all point to the work that
needs to be done here, useful work of de-
velopment such as would produce wealth.
All this is hung up and idle for the sake of
two or three million pounds for this vear.
It is an uncomfortable thing to know that
the money cannot be borrowed by this State
in the circumstances. I am In communica-
tion with the Federal Government, who are
just as anxious as we to find money and to
put people back into employment. I believe
the money will be made available, though I
have not had a reply from the Acting Prime
Minister for the Jast three or four days.
The minute he says the money can be mnade
nvailable we shall set about providing work
that will mean expenditure, and practically
all of it will go on employment. Ordinarily
our publi¢ works mean the expenditure of a
considerable amount on imported materials
such as rails and other things. This vear,
and probably for some time hence, we shall
have to devote every penny we get to the
wages fund. We cannot borrow and we can-
not sell our goods at a reasonable priece.
There are men going out on works now, on
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works for which nothing requires to be pur-
chased, except goods of loesl manufacture.
I refer to drainage and irrigation works
fairly convenient to the metropolifan area,
between here and Bunbury. Certain rail-
ways could be constructed if we could aiford
io buy the rails, which cost a considerable
percentage of the total outlay on a railway.

Hon. P. Collier: You wonld not require
rails until the work was well advanced.

The PREMIER: They would be needed
fairly soon. We could do the earthworks,
but most of our railways need very little
of that work. We are carrying on sach
work as we can. The men to whom the
Leader of the Opposition referred will, I
hope, soon be oui on work, which has been
looked into and on which surveyvs have
been made for some two or thred
vears. These preparations for grading
and irrigation have already been made,
otherwise we would. not be able to put the
men out so quickly. But this will absorb
only a few. I do not know from day to day
if work ean be carried on. Our revenue is
falling rapidly. The earnings of all con-
cerns are lower than ever. Even the rail-
ways, with all the extraordinary erop of
wheat we are handling, are earning less than
before. This month will show a considerable
falling off again compared with last year.
People are not travelling. Then theve is
the faet that we are importing only two-
thirds of the value in goods that we im-
ported this time last year. That is a ser-
ions mafter for the railways and for em-

ployment. If our importers buy only a
third of what they did, it affects
employment to much the same extent.

The importation of goods means employ-
ment. We do not pay money for what we
buy, but pay in goods. The drop in im-
ports represents a big sum, and it certainly
affects employment, not only in the case of
warechouses and shops but all over the State.
I appreciate the moderation with which the
Leader of the Opposition pnt his case. It
is extraordinary that suddenly, and without
warning, the bottom should drop out of
the financial market. It is diffieult to see
a way out, particularly s we are in finan-
cial partnership with all the other States.
We are all morve or less in the same boat.
We cannot turn to another State expecting
assistance such as has often been rendered.
Neither can the other States turn to us. The
position is so intensified by many diffi-
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culties that are unusnal, nnprecedented and
unexpected, that one does not eare to say
he sees anv way out at all. All we can do
is being donme. We are feeding the people
and looking after them as well as we can.
I do not know how long the money will last
for this purpose. I am in communication
with the Federal Government. I know they
are doing the best they can to get the neces-
sary money to provide the requirements of
the States. A meeting to diseuss the whole
question of finance will be held immediately
on Mr. Scullin’s return. T have been called
into conference four times in the last six
months. We go over there and settle a point
or two, and there is no time for anything
more. We then disperse. 1 hope in Janu-
ary, when we meet again, the finaneial posi-
tion will be gone into thoroughly, and that
we shall find a way out of our difficulties.
I am very disappointed that Mr. Seullin has
not heen able to rectify the position in Lon-
don. 1 am supe it is not g fault. So far
as I know he has not been able to reetify
the position.  Australian stocks are very
much lower than the stocks of municipalities.
The Perth Municipality’s £100 honds af.
5 per cent. payable in 1930, are
quoted at £04. Anstralian 5 per cent. stock
payable in 1935-45 is quoted, I think, at £85,
or £9 less. Our security is perfeetly good
and our honesty is undonbied. We surely
will be able to pay and certainly shall pay.
I doubt if the British moneylender counld
have a better security than he has. Tas-
manian stocks are quoted at £9) becaunse
there are very few of them, and Australian
stocks at £35. Western Australian stocks
are a better price than the Commonwealth
stoeks; it is hard to explain why that is
s0, beeause in the case of each of the States
the guarantee of the Federal Government is
hehind them.

Mr. Willeock: It all depends on the hands
in which the stock is held, and whether they
have to sell or not.

The PREMIER:: The buyers fix the price,
and they were giving £94 for the City of
Perth honds and only £85 for Federal stock.
That is wrong. It would not happen here.
Jf members were asked which they would
rather have at the same price, they would
undoubledly take the Federal stock. We
will do all we ean to relieve unemployment
and secure fhe money necessary for the pur-
pose. I do not think it can be done by taxa-

{ASSEMBLY ]

tion. I doubt if our produce will sell uick-
ly encugh to bring about a change in the
finaneigl position of the people generally to
meet the prgent situation as soon as it should
be met. So we have to turn to the use of
borrowed money, which ean only come to us
from the Federal Government.

HON, T. WALKER (Kanowna) [8.15):
I have been anxious to get something like
hope for the unemployed from the speakers
who have pone before me, but in both in-
instances we can only gather a story of in-
creasing depression. No real word of hope
can be uttered, I think, with conditions in
society as they are. We are not getting
down to the hedrock of solving this very
trying and oppressive problem. It stands to
reason, if we look at the facts of the past
few years, that with our present system of
finance there is no other term to express our
condition than that of hankruptey at this
moment—bankruptcy at a time when the
world is wealthy as it never was before,
bankruptey in a country rich with net only
every necessity but every luxury of life. If
we review only a few years past, we find
that we have Dbeen living not on our own
resourees but on borrowed money. We have
poured our resourees into the lap of the
world in order that we might reeceive hack
a lgan. We have been econtinually adding
to that process, until at the present moment
we have to contemplate a population of a
little over six millions—included amongst
them the latest born baby, the sick, the work-
less, the maimed, the aged—with only a very
small proportion of the whole bearing the
burden of carrying the Governments. And
see what those Governments have incurred
in the way of responsibility as representa-
tives of that small, wealth-¢reating section
of the community. We lavished our millions
upon war. We created credits then, as the
Leader of the Opposition has said. Those
millions went in destruetion. We offered up
a holocaust of our own citizens, our dearest
life blood, and brought sorrow into innumer-
able homes, despair and lifelong suffering
and sorrow into many a relative's house.
And that amount of money which we then
borrowed we have now to pay back. Whilst
we pay it not back, we have to pay the in-
terest on it. What does that mean? That
interest represents the sum which if in our
own midst and in aur own pockets, so to
speak, would be uiilised in the channels of
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indusiry, in the creation of wealth, in the
employment of our citizens. Every now and
again we borrow from the Old Country. We
send back money, or equivalent goods, te
employ people at the Antipodes. Our own
men are idle. In order to pay our loans
and meet our ever faster recurring respon-
sibilities the Commonwealth is not only bor-
rowing abread but borrowing from our own
citizens—borrowing fo send goods abroad.
Our own citizens are deprived of the circula-
tion of that money, the representative of our
goods. Money is taken out of the channels
of industry, of employment, and put into
loans foreign and local. There is no enter-
prise. The consequence is that ecirculation
within the eommunity has stopped. It is the
passing from hand te hand of what we call
wealth, which is to say the symbol of wealth,
that keeps a country moving; it is that that
keeps everybody participating in at least a
little. By cireulation some of this represen-
tative of wealth goes into every household,
and families are happy. What are we doing
to keep that wealth in our own country and
for our own citizens? We are employing
a dying, aged system—the system of the
worship of gold. It is nothing else but u
fetish. This old superstition which regards,
gold alone as wealth, this pure sentimen-
tality of the human race, is crippling every
nerve and musele of the human family, es-
pecially of that part of it which is concerned
in industry. What have we done? This
rich, golden eountry Australia bas been pro-
ducing its untold gold. And where is that
gold? Where is it for our benefit now, in
times of adversity? We have shipped it—
1 was going to say, in ship-loads—to foreign
countries. We have shipped it to England,
and England has transhipped it to America.
Gold has become guarded and watched and
locked and buried in vaults. That is the
benefit we get from our worship of this
precions metal, this so-called symbol of ab-
solute wealth. We derive no benefit from it.
There seems even a curse upon it. We are
crippled.  The eountry that has received
it hoards it. From every belligerent nation
of the world gold has flowed to Ameriea,
until the phenomenon that we have here
has oceurred in every civilised country of
the globe. America has lost her enstomers.
Her indusiries, her commerce, her trade are
languishing beeause this mere svnibol of
wealth has become her obsession. And the
country that gave it to her, languishing
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now in purchasing power, is no louger able
to trade or have commerce with her. And
that is bumiliating every one of us. The
return to a gold basis has much to do with
the unemployed starving in the eity of
Perth to-night. Becaunse this symbolie glit-
tering metal has been locked up in one big
vault, we are starving here in the midst of
wealth, in the midst of all that nature re-
quires to keep body and soul in eontentment.
Wa must change this, It is not gold that
is the genuine basis of wealth. It is brain
and muscle, the evereise of the intclligence
and the use of the limbs we are endowed
with, that have created every ounce of
wealth the world possesses. All this great
vountry was as rich before ever Captain
ook visited Botany Bay, as it is in our
iime. What has given to this great con-
tinent its signs of life and luxury? Wkhat
has built ifs eapitals, ereated its towns,
¢leared the forests, and made even lhe wil-
derness a place of beauty and of rich re-
turns? Only man’s brain and man’s musele;
only the application of labour. Labour is
the only foundation 'for genuine wealth.
Stop your labour all round the world, {oil
no longer, apply not the physical forces
you have to the creation of wealth, and
what does the globe 'become? An abso-
intely silent planet moving lifeless in space.
It is only the applieation of brain and
muscle that wunlocks every fountain of
wealth the world possesses. It is labour,
combined with and directed by intelligence,
that has built this beautiful ecity of Terth.
it is labour that has made tracks through
the lonely spots of this eontinent, and has
placed homesteads, hamlets, small towns,
and I was going to say cities there. And
here is the startling paradox, that the lab-
our that has created all this wealth has not
a particle of it now to enjoy. As, elo-
vuently, the Leader of the Opposition has
pointed out, not only has this labour that
has created this wealth now no supply of
the very necessities of life, but his health
has become faded, his bed has bhecome
comfortless, his home has become gloomy
and dreary, and in some instances he has
been turned out of that very home to the
pitiless comfort of the park or of the street.
The labour that has built up wealth for
this continent is in that position at this
very bour. Is not there something wrong?
Are not we trying to do the impossible?
How ean this 6,000,000 people meet the
interest on over a billion pounds’ worth of
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debts? How can we expect, and especially
al a time like this, when as I say, the mouth
of the great leviathan, Loan, is swallowing
every available element of fluid eapital and
taking the means of ecireulation ont of the
country—how can we stand up acainst if?
Now, when all our great public works have
stopped, our harbour extensions have
ceased, our railways stay where they are,
or at a loss we have to pay for the very
running of them; when onr roads need im-
provement, when our chief source of nat-
ural wealth has faded, when the abundance
of the season has ereated a magnifirent har-
vest that would haveé gladdened the eyes
of our farmers in days gone by, bhoi the
tine erops now so luxuriant are yet so little
in value that they are scarcely worth tak-
ing off—how can we meet our difficulties?
It is not with wealth, as the Premier him-
gelf has put it, it is with goods we have to
pay for things we necd. We have the
goods, yet cannot pay our men decent wages
to keep their wives and little ones in com-
tort, or at least in tolerable existence in
their homes. We must take some drastie
steps to remedy this drastie disorder. The
disease is sapping the very vitality out of
the best of our citizens, those who create the
wealth. As Mr, Collier has suggested, the
mothers bearinz infants that in the future will
have to replace the ecitizens of the present,
are starving themselves, are suffering from
malnutrition in the vital stage of human
nature, and so are bringing into the world
wasters and weaklings instead of fine men
and women. This in the midst of luxury!
This disease is not alone for vs, but for coming
generations. It is putting its stamp on the
citizens of the future. And we declare our-
selves helpless. We are to held conferences
with the Premiers of the other States and
with the Prime Minister of the Common-
wealth. Will that help us ont of it? We
are all bound in the same galling iron chains
of custom, the old fetish, the old symbol
of gold. They will confer and will say one
to another, what are your assets? The as-
sets of this State have gone down by over
50 per cent. within the last 12 months. Qur
seeurity has gone. Whoe is going to
lend us money in those circumstances?
Where are we to get the money to keep those
who need work and who have the right to
work in order that they may live? For
such is the constitution of society that with-
out work the multitudes cannot live, ‘Where
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is our security upon which to horrow? And
if we borrew, we are only piling up the de-
bacle that must come upon us at no distant
date; we only make the burden keavier, the
ontlook gloomier, the possibilities of suecess
the lesser. Some more drastic measure must
be taken. I was glad to hear the Leader
of the Opposition when he said it was per-
haps necessary to create a circulating
medinm; in other words, to have a certain
amount of inflation. I spoke the other night
in brevity upon that point, but it is the
only solution. The promise to pay is all
that is ever done initially in commereial
transaetions, and when you pay, you pay in
woods. We have the goods—more than we
need. This is the problem in order to help,
in order to safeguard, in order to preserve
the British Empire, When war was declared,
our gold was commandeered and we sent
away wealth in the shape of the exportable
preduets of the =oil that we had, and so we
kept things in a eertain measure moving.
But we have left behind an enormous debt.
Here is the spectacle that preserved the in-
tegrity of the Empire. We incurred these
enormous debts to a nation that dees not
provide for her eitizens the food necessary
to keep them alive. She has to buy from
other nations the wheat and the food that
i3 necessary to sustain her population. We
for our part only buy back what we have
sent to her, woollen garments. Over the
seas we send our wool, and over the seas
in return we import the same stuff manu-
factured into clothes, By the surplus of
real wealth which this country has, the
wealth that affects the nation, we feed, not
in full, hut to an extent we feed her, and in
return we get what we have sent to her, now
manufactured. We pay in interest what
gives the penple abroad the means of buying
food and keeping life going with shelter
and the little comforts they are able to show.
This of ours is the wealthy couniry. Yet
we are in poverty. We need the distribution
of our wealth to create more content and far
better homes for our workers. We are in
lroverty hecause of our great wealth and the
further borrowing will make the debt
still greater, It i35 a wrong system.
We ecan never get out of the wood by
the eourse we are taking; we can never lift
the burden. Six million people eannot carry
over a hillion pounds’ worth of debts and
pav the interest as it falls due. We caunot
do it. What are we to do? I say a drastie
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step is necessary. It is absolutely necessary
that we should create a eredit of our own
and not wait for the Westminster Bank or
the Bank of England or the Commonwealth
Bank or the Commonwealth Government to
erente eredit and means of exchange. Wae
must drastically assume the right ourselves.
The people who are in a state of agonising
bunger eannot wait until all these confer-
ences are arranged and we consul{ with one
aunthority here and another authority there.
The stomach will not stop its eravings whilst
all these red-tape processes ave being taken.
We must ¢reate a credit of our own, circu-
late what should he a legal tender, a vight
to a part of the wheat that has been pro-

duced, of the wool we have gathered and -

the food we have accumulated. Our first
duty is to the basis of society upon which
all society stands, the workers of the com-
munity. We cannot see them starving, We
cannot get the money to stop them from
starving by taking by way of taxation wealth
out of the pockets of those who have it and
sending it to the money lenders abroad. Wa
must give them the means of exchange, the
eredit on the wealth of the State itself. And
that may he done without waiting for the
Prime Minister’s return. 1t ecan be done al-
most immediately, and it should he done to
meet a crying and painful emergency,

MEB. WILLCOCK ((Ueraldion) [8.44]): [
do not intend to take up much time on this
question, The :peeches made so far have
been commendably short. If one dealt with
all the ramifications of nnemployment, what
has oceurred, what is likely to oeecur, the
methods in regard to getting money and
the methods in regard to spending it we
wonld stay here, not only this evening and
next week and the week after, but probably
meonth after menth. But the pesition is
that talk is not required at the present
time. Something must be done. 'The
member for Kanowna (Hon. T. Walker)
has suggested as & remedy that we shonld
so arrange the credit as to get the produe-
tion of wealth going almost immediately.
It might be possible to do that, but un-
fortunately we are dealing with a system
that cannot be altered in five or ten min-
utes, or even five years, without creating
disabilities and without many obstacles
having to be overcome. Reading the
savings bank statisties during the past
seven or eight months, it becomes apparent
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that many people have been able o keep

going only by withdrawing their savings
from those institutions, Throughout Aus-
tralia half a million every month is being
taken out of the savings bank to provide
for necessities of the people who ‘them-
selves cannot provide them in any other
way. The flow of capital from the banks
has been ateelerated during the pasi few
months, and at the end of this year about
£10,000,000 will have been withdrawn from
the savings hanks of Australia heecaunse of
the fact that people have heen unable to
obtain ewploxvment and have heecn obligad
to live on their savings.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Commouwealth
loans are more luerative investments.

Mr. WILLCOCK: In regard (o thuse
loans, people who invested in them did se
on the nnderstanding that they weore o re-
ceive 514 per cent, but so dire has heen
the necessity of many of the bond-
holders, that the honds have heen thrown
on to the market in such large numbers
that they ean he bought to-day so sheaply
as to ensure a retwrn of mot 34 per cent.
but 8 per cent. The sellers of the Com-
monwealth honds to-day are mostly hold-
ers of small paccels, people who, for palri-
otie reasons during the war, invested their
twenties, thirties and forty pourds in
them. Those people now are heing forced
to sell, and because there are no willing
buvers, they have to accept unusnally low
prices. A glance at the ‘* West Ans-
tralian’’ will show that the purchase of
one of these bonds will yield £7 19s. 6.
per cent. per annum. Bonds that ecost
£98 10s. are only realising £94 to-day, and
notwithstanding the fact that they will
mature in the conrse of two or thres ysurs.

Mr. Sampson: It may be a mistaken iden
that monev i3 hotter than bonds.

Hon. P. Collier: Sheer necessity is com-
pelling people to sell their bonds.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Gold is withdrawn
from cireulation and if the Commonwealth
bond is mot worth £1, of what value is
the £1 note which is bhacked hy the same
authority¥ People are withdrawing (heir
money from the savings bank te purchase
necessities of life.  Through being nnable
to secure employment, many beople are
foreed to dispoae of their assers at a very
serious discount. Regarding unemploymnent
itself, I do not think anybodv wants to
make a party matter of it at this stage.
It was, however, a party matter at the
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;
electichs and for some time afterwards, but

now “;is too serious a guestion to be dealt
Wit];/in anything but a broad general way.
All 3hades of political apinion should have
1o, hesitation in uniting to ameliorate the
pcjition. A few nights ago I ¢uoted from
tl 2 official report dealing with Western
/ jpstralian activities, a report issued under
Iﬁe authority of the Premier. This report
Anys—

" Duetoa very great extent to the prosperity
which in recent years existed in Western
Australia, large numbers of people hastened
to this Statc in the hope of bettering them-
selves, the result being that a glut ensued in
the labour market, and an unemployment
problem presented itself, this becoming ecn-
hanced by the financial depression which
descended wupon the Commonwealth uas a
whole and a little less heavily upon Western
Australia.

and it goes on-—

One of the promises Sir James Mitchell
madc upon the hustings was that in the event
of hig return to power he would make all
posaible effort to provide work withont undue
delay.

That is rather a remarkable statement to
find here in a document issued under the
authority of the Premier. If continnes—

While this was considered by his frieads
and his critics alike as being almest im-
posgible of fulfilment, he was mnevertheless
cntrusted with the task, and within less than
a fortnight of assuming office was able to
ahsorb not less than 1,000 workless men inte
full-time jobs, in railway construction, road
works, elearing of the land and other neces-
sary works.

After this document was issued, the truth
became so apparent that the Premier de-
cided he would not have eandid friends talk-
ing like this, and so the publicity pamphlet
was diseontinued. I think the issue I have
.in my hand was about the Iast.

The Premier: Do vou say I closed it down
Yecause of that? T never saw it

Mr. WILLCOCK : The Premier must be—
I vas poing to say lackadaisical, but T will
say ‘n=tead, that he eannot have mueh sense
of re -ponsihility.

The Premier: What, in regard to that
damped thing? You appointed a man to
write it Lofore yvou went out of office.

Me s WL\LCOCK: “This damned thing,”
as the Pren.'er ealls it, is headed “Western
Australian ae ‘vitic | and it goes cut to the
world as haviin, been issued under the an-
ihority of the Premier.
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The Premier: Under your authority.

Mr. WILLCOCK: It also contains an ae-
count of Sir James Mitchell’s political ac-
tivities and makes landatory references to
every member of the Cabinet. Now the
Premter repudiates it. Unemployment was
a party matter at the elections, and the Pre-
mier did his share to make it such, but we
have reached the stage when we must take it
out of controversial politics. Any assistance
that can he rendered or any suggestion that
can be made by any member of the House,
no matter to which party he may belong,
shonld be accepted as something not put for-
ward to embarrass anyone, or as something
to he done for party purposes. Just as the

_people of the State some six or seven months

ago united to take over the responsibilities
of the Government in regard to sustenance,
and to render velief, so we to-day should
unite to de¢ everything in our power to im-
prove the position in which we all find our-
selves. In Geraldton, the small population
of 5,000 people in the space of a few months
raised sufficient money to enahle them to take
over the whole responsibility of the unem-
ployed. The acuteness of the position was
relieved by their action and not £5 of Gov-
ernment money has been spent in sustenance
there. T hope it will not he necessary to
appeal to the Government to help the unem-
ployed in thal distriet, but means must be
found to obtain work for these who are in
search of it. One matter in which the Pre-
mier showed some interest, and which was
discussed while the Loan Estimates were he-
fore us, was in regard to gold production,
and the possibility of ahsorbing a number of
the unemployed in prospecting for gold.
Some people declare that the finding of gold
would not have much effect on our material
life, but it is surprising that there are so
many in Western Australia out of employ-
ment who have heen battlers and who ave
prepared to go out into the haekbloeks to do
some prospecting. It is a strange fact, too,
that jnst now when nnemployment is greater
than it has ever heen, and depression has
heen more apparvent than at any other per-
iod in the State’s history, the production of
gold is going up. This is not due to any bigger
output on the part of the established mines,
but it is because of the innumerable small
gshows that are lbeing opened up and from
which gold is being won. 1 notice from the
returns that the 11 months of the current
vear have been responsible for the output
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of more gold than for the 12 months of last
year, or indeed for some years past. Quite
p number of people with small resources of
their own have gome out prospecting and
have been more or less suceessfnl. Gold is
the one commodity that zan he produced,
and which is of rising value, We know only
too well that values have fallen considerably
in commodities such as wheat, wool, timber
and other things that go to make up the
economic life of the State. 1 mentioned the
other evening, to show the effect of the fall
in the price of wheat, that two years ago the
exportable quantity of wheat was between
40 and 45 million bushels, which was suffie-
ient to pay the overseas interest bill. This
year our exportable surplus is 50 per
cent. greater, and that quantity will
not pay more than two-thirds of our
interest bill in London. In order to
be able to pay our interest bill overd
seas, we have to more than double the
exportable surplus we had two years ago.
We have increased the supply by 30 per
cent.,, but have not got within one-fhird
of the amount necessary for the payment of
our interest bill. Even if the Premier were
to be provided with huge credits, his great
diffienlty in these times would be to de-
termine the industry to which be could ap-
ply the money. No one would be anxious
1o extend wheat production under existing
conditions, in which the cost of produetion
is greater than the returns from the com-
modity. That applies also to other indus-
tries. So long as we maintain our present
capitalistic system, which is based on the
production of gold—I suppose we will have
the system for a year or two yet—

Mr. McCallum: It will last till Christmas
time at any rate.

Mr. WILLCOCK: —there is no other in-
dustry in which we can profitably utilise
capital at the present juncture. Whenever
men are willing to organise themselves in
order to prospect for gold, the Government
should not refuse them assistance. I had
oceasion to go to the Mines Department to-
day with regard to a party of four men in
the Geraldton distriet who were anxious to
engage in prospecting. I received a letter
from one of the men—an intimate friend
of the member for South Fremantle
{Mr. McCallum)—who explained the posi-
tion of himself and the other three to whom
I have referred. They are willing and anxious
ous to prospest for gold. They are good

2323

workers and are prepared to undertake the
task thoroughly. 1 made inquiries and
found that it was impossible to get susten-
ance for them. On the other hand if those
four men were prepared fo come to Perth
and go to Blackboy, from which they would
be taken to engage upon what I may de-
serihe as  useless work, the Government
would be prepared to make sustenance avail-
able for them. Alfhough those men wanf to
engaged upon something that may contri-
bute snbstantially to the economic wealth of
the State, the Government are unable to pro-
vide sustenance.

Mr. Doney: Did they require sustenance
only, or did they want something else as
well ¥

Mr. WILLCOCK: They desired susten-
ance only. Of course, the department pro-
vides tools as well, but that is a compara-
tively small matter. The operations of the
Main Roads Board bave been so curtailed
that ample supplies of picks, shovels and
other implements necessary for prospecting
parties are available for distribution. These
men did not desire the basic wage, but
merely sustenance payments, and yet that
nseistance could not be rendered to them.
Surely the Covernment should be able to
make arrangements whereby such men could
receive assistance for work that will tend to
increase the wealth of the State. Before
the conclusion of the debate, 1 hope the
Premier will be able to tell us that if men,
who are well known to the Mines Depart-
ment, are prepared to form themselves into
prospecting parties, the Government will
find the sustenance necessary for them. The
money so expended wonld be utilised much
better than if it were paid to men employed
in making roads and undertaking other
works that we could do without for years.

The Premier: Do you know that they
found gold in National Park$

Mr. WILLCOCK: The men were not
looking for gold there.

The Premier: They found it.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I should be surprised
if it were found there in payable guantities.
I have already emphasised the point that
our gold vield is inereasing, and that the
downward trend has been arrested.  That
is due simply and solely to the fact that
men have been prepared to go ouf pros-
pecting.

The Minister for Mines:
right in saying that,

You are not
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Mr. WILLCOCK: The result may not he
solely due to that, but it is, to a great extent.
Tn the Murchison many small shows have
been disecovered during the last five or six
months by men who usually follow ordinary
avenues of employment, but who, through
preseni-day circumstances, have been forced
to go into the back country searching for
gold. I know some of those men personally.
I am sorry the member for Mt. Magnet
(Hon. M. F. Troy) is not present this even-
ing, becanse he could have named plenty of
them.

The Minmster for Mines: What has hap-
pened has heen largely the result of the huge
expenditure in the provision of up-to-date
machinery on some of the mines. That has
resulted in increased production.

Mr, WILLCOCK : No doubt some of the
increase has been due to that fact.

The Minister for Mines: A great propor-
tion of the increase was due to that.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I wounld not say ior
one moment that later on, after April next,
when the results of the workings at Wiluna
are known, the increased produetion was
due to men engaged in prospecting. But
that .has nothing to do with the point T am
waking now. A considerable proportion of
the increased production of gold has been
tlue to the fact that these men have engaged
successfully in prospecting operations. 1T
to not intend to take up much of the time
of the House in further debating this ques-
tion. We should be as concise and preecise
ns possible in dealing with it. I associate
myself with the Leader of the Opposition
and the member for Kanowna (Hon. T.
Whalker) regarding the necessity for arrest-
ing the deflation of our eurrency. TUndue
inflation is undoubtedly an evil, but, fromn
the standpoint of the requirements of the
people, still greater evil is likely to arise
if we permit the deflation of our currency
to go on without successfully arresting it.
No matter what steps have to be taken, we
must arrest deflation and make it possible
for our people to produce more wealth and
to obtain the commodities thev require. If
we ean do that, it will be of benefit to the
Commonwealth and to the State alike. The
production of gold will have a wonderful
effect upon our economic life. If we could
produce an additionnl £1,000,000 worth of
gold in Western Australia during the next
12 months, it would solve our trouble to a
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great extent. "There is no oue industry cap-
able of providing greater employment than
goldmining. If one or two mines of any
magnitude were to be opened up as a result
of energetic prospecting in the back portions
of the State, it would mean more to us than
anything else at the present juncture. Our
early prosperity was founded on the ever-
inereasing gold production. If the Premier
is prepared to provide sustenance for the
unemployed—I know he is, for otherwise
thase people would have to starve—he wonld
he well advised to moke money available to
men willing and able to engage in prospect-
ing in the auriferous belt.

MR. PANTON (Leederville) [2.10]:
While T am prepared to agree that the ques-
tion of unemployment eannot be looked upon
as a party matter, I hope the Premier and
these sitting hehind him do not expeet mem-
bers on the Opposition side of the House to
refrain from eriticism where they think eri-
ticism is justified. Tt was rather pleasing
to read that the Premier said he intended
to employ at least 1,200 men within the next
few wecks. That report appeared in the
paper some little time ago, when a number
of representatives of married men, who were
out. of cmplovment, waited upon one of the
members of the Government. When I read
thai statement in the Press, 1 spent the
greater part of the following day in an en-
deavour to ascertain where the employment
was to be provided. It was only when I
cneountered Mr. Macartnev, who was in
charge of sustenance work, that I was able
to find out anything about it When I
made inquiries regarding him, I found that
he was in conference with the Minister for
Country Water Supplies, and subsequently
I found that little was known about the pro-
posal.

Mr. Raphael: Perhaps it was a misprinl
in the newspapers.

AMr, PANTON: T hope we shall hear sorae-
thing more about the matter this evening,
5o that it may be carried beyond the mere
statement the Premier has made that he
expeets to employ 1,200 men,

Mr. Kenneally: When?

Mr. PANTON: Yes, when, and under
what eonditions? Dame Rumour is said tc
he a lving jade, but we hear that the con.
ditions under which some of the men are fc
be employed at Waroona are rather startling,
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As I say, 1 have nothing more to go on
than Dame Rumour, and I would like the
Premier, or one of his Ministers, to elear
the matter up this evening. I am informed
that it is propesed to take men to Waroona
and put them on drainage work on piece-
work rates, The Government believe in
piece-work and payment by results, so we
may cxpect that system to apply. I hear
the men are to be allowed to make as much
as they can, but they will be paid £3 a week
while they are working. I understand that,
in view of the fact it is impossible to keep
two homes going on £3 a week, it is pro-
posed to endeavour to get the men to take
their wives and families out with them.

The Premier: Nothing of the sort. They
can take them if they like.

Mr. PANTON: It will not be a question
of taking their wives if they like—if they
are to be paid £3 a week. The Premier
knows—perhaps he does not know, because
he has not had the experience—that it is
impossible to keep two homes going on £3
a week. It will be stern necessity that will
make these men take their wives and families
with them to the job. What I am interested
in is, What will become of the halance of
the money the men will be able to make
under piece-work conditions?

The Minister for Railways: You should
get a divoree from that old woman you talk
about, and get the facts.

Mr. PANTON: I said I had only Dame
Rumour to go on.

‘The Minister for Railways: Whatever the
men earn, they will pet.

Mr. PANTON: Will they get it as they
earn it?

The Minister for Railways: T am not
saying anything about that.

Mr. PANTON: That is the point. When
will they get the extra money? Are the men
to receive the payment in such a way that
they will be able to keep their wives and
families in reasonable comfort, without hav-
ing to take them on to the job if they do
not desire to do so? Surely we should know
something more definite about it.

The Premier: We have not got the money
anyhow.

Mr. PANTON: In that event, it does not
matter how much the men earn on piece-
work; they will get no more than the £3.
If that is the position, why not be honest?
Why not tell the men that they will work
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under piece-work conditions, but they can
receive £3 a week only, I will leave that to
the Minister concerned to explain, Like
other members, [ am prepared to assist the
Government in every direction possible to
arrive at a solution of the unemployment
proMem, but not to the detriment of what
the trade union movement has fought for
over the past 30 years. I will never recede
from that attitude.

The Minister for Railways: You wait till
that happens, and then you will have reason
to fear that.

Mr. PANTON: I amn just warning the
Minister——

The Minister for Railways: We don't
want any warning; we know our job

Mr. PANTON: Very well. If the Minis-
ter knows his job, all I can say is that he
is not making a good fist of it, notwith-
standing the pledges he and other Minis-
ters made at an earlier stage.

The Minister for Railways:
wonder!

Mr. PANTON: The Minister set me go-
ing the other night, and I would advise him
not to goad me too far. 1 am sorry that
the Chief Secretary and Minister for Edu-
cation is not in his seat at the moment.
Not often is he away. I have a question
for him to answer and it is no rumor this
fime,

The Premier: He will be back at 4 or 5
o’clock in the morning,

Mr. PANTON: If he returns before 5
o’clock, he will be in time to hear some
of the discussion. 'What I wish to deal
with is a question of fact. I have a notice
signed by the Director of Edueation ad-
dressed to one of the school cleaners and
caretakers, stating—

You are a

I have to inform you that as vowr scrvices
will not be required during the whole of the
Christmas vaeation yeour engagement will
terminate on 12/12/30. Payment for aunual
leave accrued will be made on the payshect—
3 days. You will be cligible for re-engage-
ment as cleaver from $/2/31, and should you
be desirous of such, you should make applicu-
tion to this department on or before 17/1/31,

The Premier: To whom was that sent?

Mr. PANTON: If the Premier wants to
know the name, he should look up the file
and get the names of all who have re-
ceived notice. I am glad that the Chief
Secretary and Minister for Edueation has
returned to his seat. The cleaners and
caretakers are engaged on a weekly basis
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and are working under an award of the
Arbitration Court. Under the award they
are entitled to a fortnight’s annual holi-
day. When the schools start the Chrisi-
mas vacation, the cleaners and caretakers
generally take their fortnight’s holiday.
Afterwards they are required to clean the
schools. Tt is not a apring cleaning but
a Christmas eleaning.  The whole of the
schools are thoroughly cleaned, and the
cleaners and carctakers are thus occupied
until the scholars return to sehool, It is
essential from a health point of view that
the schools should be thoroughly cleaned.
On this occasion, for some reason best
known to the Minister or his department,
the cleaners and caretakers are to be dis-
charged as soun as they have completed
their 14 days’ annual lecave. The man
whose notice I Lave quoted has been frane-
ferred to another department, and conse-
quently was entitled to only three days’
leave: In a nutshell the position is that
those people have been sacked instead of
being retained to do the usnal six weeks’
cleaning. Ninety per eent. or more of the
cleaners and caretakers are women. They
have been transferred to the position of
cleaners and ecaretakers from the Child
Welfare Department, from which they
were obtaining sustenance. Widows with
families ave piven preference for this
work. Do the Government imagine that
it is possible for a widow and family to
live on £2 {ls. or £2 145, a week?  That
is full-time pay and most of them ave on
half ¢ime. That pay is not safficient to
keep them during the six weeks they will
be out of work. Jf they have bear unable
to save sufficient money to tide over that
period; and it is impossible fo see how
they eould do so on that pay, surely it
must be patent that they must return to
the Child Welfare Department for susten-
ance! The man to whom the circular was
addressed has n wife and seven children.

The Chief Seeretary: What has he been
drawing?

Mr. PANTON: I think the award rate
is £4 Ts. 2 week.

The Chief Secretary: I think it is higher

Mr. PANTON: Tt might be £4 10s, a
week: certainly it is not more. Ancther
of the cleaners and ecaretaKers has nine
children, and he, too, has received notice
of discharge. Those men must return to
the Child Welfare Department for susten-
anee and, if they are treated as other peo-
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ple are, they will receive £2 9s. a week,
The Education Department will save £4 7s.
a week, and if each draws £2 9s. from the
Child Welfare Department, the Govern-
ment will save £1 18s. a week. Worst of
all is that those men will be compelled
to accept charity instead of being
able to carry on the work they should be
doing. What have the Government ¢ say
lo this wholesale discharging of cleaners
and caretakers™ While ou this subject let
me mention a remarkable thing that hap-
pened. An inspectress, helonging 1 presume
io the BEdueation Department or the Child
Welfare Department, was sent out i a
motor ear to visit the home of each of the
¢leaners. 1 understand she visited practie-
ally every one. I know personally that she
visited a large number.

Mr. Kenneally: To capitalise their pro-
perty.

Mr. PANTON: I would not have thought
of that phrase. She demanded admittance
to the homes, made all sorts of inquiries,
aseerfained the number of children, looked
to see what sort of a home it was and how
much furniture there was and, I suppose,
made a report to the department whether
the women were entitled to the pittance
they were receiving from the Government
for their work as cleaners and earetakers,
Perhaps she also reported whether the Gov-
ernment could fairly put them off for six
weeks during the Christmas vaeation. The
Minister for Lands frowns.

The Minister for Lands: 1 am not frown-
ing: T am very sorrv it has bhappened.

My. PANTON: 1, too, am sorry it has
happened. T ecannot understand it, und T
cannot believe that the Chief Seeretary had
any knowledge of what was beinz done.

The Chief Seeretarv: Yes, I had.

Mr. PANTON: Then T am surprised.
The Minister has gone down in my estima-
{ion about 98 per eent. He was only two
per cent. down before.

The Minister for Railwawvs: He did not
have far to fall

Mr. PANTOXN: If T had admiration for
any Minister it was for the Chief Secretary.

The Minister for Works: That is not
very complimentary to the other Ministers.

Mr. PANTON: Not since the Chief See-
retary has made that statement. If the
Minister had a full koowledze of the fact
that the poverty of those women was being
exploited with a view to putting them off
jor six weeks during the Christmas vaca-
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tion, he does not deserve the admiration of
even a humble person like myself. *

Mr. Keuneally: The fact that those people
had continuity of employment av Clirist.
mas time was used as an argument when
the board fixed their wages.

Mr. PANTON: The member for Kast
Yerth and I were on the hoard when there
was a board to fix the wages and conditions
and the argument was used—and it natur-
2lly influenced the board--that the cleaners
and carefakers had continumity of employ-
ment and received a fortnight's holiday
egch year. The board were told that after
the cleaners returned from the boliday and
while the children were away, the schools
were thoroughly cleaned. The wages and
conditions were based on those considera-
lions. Just as the Government repuldiated
a law last night, so they have now repudi-
ated all that evidence. Those wnfortvnate
women canunot have a few shillings to keep
body and soul together, hut are to he put
off for six weeks. The Edueation Depart-
nent evidently wish to save money, and the
expenditure will be transferred to the Child
Welfare Department. 1 appeai to the
Minister, low though he has fallen in my
estimation, not to permit this, but io e
Just to the women who have been working
for his department. T undersiand that
notices of diseharge have been sent out
ouly by the Fdueation Departmeri. Why
nob by the Treasury and the Department
of Agrieulture?

Mr. Ferguson: They are not closed Ffor
six weeks,

Mr. PANTON: What about the health
of the children when they return fo school?
What bave the Health Depariment teo say
of this decision? The health inspectors
should inspect the schools where dust has
been aecumulating from top to hoitors dur-

ing the last 12 months 'and insist
upon  their being thorvenshly  cleaned.
Surely the Government are not =o
bankrupt of 1ideas as to have to
discharge  those  women. If  they
have to draw sustenanre from  the

Child Welfare Department the saving can-
not possibly be £30. Yet the Government
will degrade themselves and the State and
these women by forcing them to go on sus-
tenance when they should be engaged at
their everyday employment. This sort of
thing makes one wonder whether the Opposi-
tion should treat unemployment as a non-
party question, as the Government ask us

to do. Recently the Chief Secretary told
us he would be prepared to zo so far as to
support a Cabinet representative of the
whote House. If he was offering as a Min-
ister, he would not get my vote. After all
the ideas that he has been propagating 1
cannot understand his openly and unasham-
edly admitting that he was a party to this
sort of thing, I can only say that my judg-
ment of human nature must bhe sadly at
Eault. At this late hour, T ask the Minister
to withdraw the notices and permit those
women to continue at their work. ILet him
give them an opportunity to enjoy what the
teachers enjoy. The teachers will have not
14 days but six or seven weeks’ holiday,
but not one of them has received such a
cireular. Can the Minister say that any
tencher from monitor to head teacher has
received notice of discharge for six weeks
and an intimation fo apply for re-engage-
ment? He cannot. Why should the woman
cleaner, drawing a paltry £2 9s. a week and
the man with seven children getting £4 Ts.
n week be put off for six weeks while a
teacher drawing £600 a year, or the Director
drawing £900 a vear, receives his holiday
on full pay? Let the Minister treat the whole
of the department egually and not differ-
entiate between the cleaner and the Direetor
or his inspectors. Tet all have a fair deal.
Tf sacrifices have to be made let the Minister
start with himself and finish up with the
eleaner and caretaker. He should not start
with the cleaner and vefuse o go one step
farther.

MR. RAPHAEL (Victoria Park) [9.30]:
1 wish to touch upon the department that
has charge of the sustenance meted out to
the unemployved, rather than upon the pro-
blem that has arisen since the defeat of the
Collier Government. It was that defeat
that brought abont so muech unemploy-
ment. I will not deal with the matter from
a party point of view, Jembers should
join together in finding a solution of the
difficulty. The member for Kanowna has
shown the DPremier the advantage to be
gained by the ercdit note system. There is
enormons wealth in this country. Had it
not been for the anti-Labour senators, we
should have had £35,000,000 more for our
wheat than we shall now get. The Federal
Labour Government were prepared to guar-
anee 4s. a bushel on wheat, but the anti-
Labour forces defeated the project, and un-
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employment. has increased twofold. We are
told that the Labour Government have
brought much of this distress upon the coun-
try. If the Opposition had been more
broad-minded we shonld not have suffered
as we are suffering, The nation is existing
in distressful times, People are being badly
nourished and are suffering greatly, The
Government expect a man to rear a family
of nine or 10 children on £2 95, a week.
‘When a child reaches the age of 14, he is de-
prived of his right to live, because the officer
in charge of unemployment (Mr. Macartney)
stops the Ts. a week,

Mr. Sleeman: Do not blame the depart-
ment.

Mr. RAPHAEL: I will deal with it and
with all its faults.

The Minister for Railways: There has been
no change in the instructions issued since
the Collier Government were in office.

Mr. RAPHAEL: If the Lahour Govern-
ment did wrong, the Nationalist Govern-
ment should not follow in their footsteps.
The Minister should see that these young
people have the right to live. Unemploy-
wment has increased threefold since the Col-
lier Government went out of offiee. If
they were prepared to starve the masses,
there is no reason why the present Govern-
ment should do so. When the sustenance of
a child of 14 is stopped, the younger
children in the family have to be deprived
of some of their food to feed the older ones.
Even a child of 14 is a citizen of the State
and is entitled to be fed. Would the Min-
ister for Railways like to feed his children
on 7s. & week? The Herdsman’s Lake
scheme has been set up as a means of reliev-
ing some of the unemployment. The con-
ditions provide that to get a homestead a
man must put up £2 15s. and pay £1 a week
on possession. Only a man in work eould
find that money until his block became pro-
ductive. I appeal to the Minister for Lands
to alter these conditions. Men who desire
work shonld be able to live as decent citizens
and have an opportunity to make headway
in life. Then there is the Waroona scheme,
propounded by the Minister for Railways.

The Minister for Railways: I do not know
anything about it.

Mr. RAPHAREL: I do.

The Minister for Railways: You are an
encyelopoedia.

Mr. RAPHAEL: The secretary for un-
employment in Victoria Park received in-
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struetions what to do with regard to the
despatch of men to Waroona. The men are
entitled to work there on piece work. If
they like they can earn £20 a week, but, no
matter how much they earn, they arve given
only £3 a week to keep themselves at
Waroona and their families in Perth,

Hon. W. D). Johnson: What becomes of
the balance?

Mr. RAPHAEL: In every possible diree-
tion the Government save on the sustenance
orders. A man may have earned £9 a week
at Waroona. When he returns to Perth his
pay is stopped, but he is allowed to draw the
money he bas earned. Are the Government
prepared to pay interest on the money which
has been withheld, or to subsidise the men
to prevent their families from starving?
The men are also told they may take their
wives and families with them to Waroona.
They can hire & tent for 1s. a week. They
are expected to rear their children under
filthy conditions and without any educational
facilities. The scheme is rotten to the core.
Fancy the Government countenancing the
rearing of children in a tent rather than in
s home! Many citizens have contributed to
the Lord Mayor’s Distress Fund. T am not
one of those who was “mug” enough to make
a contribution to it. Fully 80 per cent. of
the money so raised went into Consolidated
Revenue to keep the single men around
Perth. The remaining 20 per cent. have
gone to different charitable organisations.

The Minister for Railways : When was
that fund established?

Mr. RAPHAEL: The Minister was the
one who established it.

The Minister for Railways :
wrong.

Mr. RAPHAEL: Whether he established
it or not, he took cave to get control of it.

The Minister for Railways: My friends
opposite established if.

Mr. RAPHAEL : And you filched the

You are

eash from it.

Mr. Millington: It was not established
by us.

Mr. Munsie: That was long after the elec-
tions

Mr. RAPHAEL: The Minister was one of
the instigators of it in the Perth City Coun-
cil. He tried to make the City Couneil
tesponsible for the unemployment in the
city, but they would not take it from him,
and neither would I. Through no fault of
their own perhaps, the Government have
ereated a vast body of ill-nourished citizens.
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The suggestion made by the member for
Kanowna would help us to solve our difficul-
ties. We have a perfect right to engage in
the note system.

The Minister for Lands: Who will find the
capital to back it?

Mr, RAPHAEL: If we get more gold it
will go into the pockets of the Yanks. They
will take it as soon as we get it. Our pound
notes will not be of much use outside the
State, but they will provide the means of
solving the difficulty, They will be the only
thing of any use within the State. All our
roads and footpaths stand in need of repair,
and we have the materials alongside them.
We are paying men £2 9s. a week. If we
gave them another £1 a week, which the Gov-
ernment shonld be able to find, they would
have some chance of keeping body and seul
together. The Government keep on saying
that although we may find work for the un-
employed, they cannot find any more money.
They must have funds in band. They are
able to give gratuities to people who are dis-
missed. If the money had been spent in the
right direction instead of being misapplied
we should have less unemployment with us
to-day. I am only trying to help the Gov-
ernment in the right direction. I hope some
further effort will be made to solve the diffi-
culty and lead to the fulfilment of the
promise, “Work for all.”

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) (945]: As
the Leader of the Opposition has said, it is
deeply to be regretted that Western Aus-
tralia has thousands of unemployed to-day.
The worst feature of the sitnmation is, not
that these people are unemployed, buf that
hundreds amongst them are practically
starving.  The trounble is that when they
were in work they were not able to put a
little by for a rainy day, beeause of family
responsibilities and the casual nature of
their employmnent. Thus the bad times find
them without a peuny of reserves, and they
are down and out. It is bad enough to be
unemployed when one has a few shillings
behind one, but to he without either work
or food is a thousand times worse. In Fre-
mantle the trouble is not to discover unem-
ployed, but to meet people who arve in work.
For every person in work, six or seven are
to be found out of work. That state of
things cannot be allowed to continme. If
something is not done, these people will take
a hand themselves. We members of Parlia-

ment are responsible. We are sent here to
govern the State. We must stand up to our
job. I wish to protest against the Govern-
ment’s attitude towards the unemployed.
The day before yesterday it was intended
to hold a procession in Perth to demonstrate
to the Government that there are bundreds
of men and women who want something done
for them. No taet, no sympathy was shownl
in dealing with the procession. The police
were sent out with the prison van in readi-
ness for arrests. Some of the unemployed
ware arrested, and placed in the cells. How-
ever, the police magistrate did not take a
serious view of the matter, as he released all
the defendants except one. Years ago many
of the men went to fight in Eunrope in order
to make the world safe for demoeracy. Now,
when they are down and out and hungry,
and wish to demonstrate the position to the
Government, democracy is not safe for them.
The police cart off demonstrators in the
prison van. I do not blame the police for
doing the job they were sent on, but I do
blame the authorities who sent them, Two
or three policemen eould handle the unem-
ployed well, with the use of tact. Tn fact,
I eould pick out two or three policemen wha
would achieve that. Then there would be
no trouble or noise. People who are wearv
and starving, however, are put in gaol
simply because they break some municipal
by-law, It would be interesting to kuow
whether the Perth City Council had any-
thing to do with the matter. 1 fail to see
how the Government eould take aection for
Lbreach of & municipal by-law unless re-
quested by the municipality to do so.

Mr. Panton: Perhaps Councillor Raphaet
could tell you.

Mr. SLEEMAN : Perhaps; but I am sure
he wonld not be on the side of those
who wanted to persecnte the demonstrators.
I hope this is the last we shall see of inter-
ference with the unemployed when they
merely wish to show that they are in con-
siderable numbers.

The Minister for Railwavs: You are not
so simple as to believe that.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I believe everything I

say. DMoreover, the Minister knows 1 is
true.  However, he will not do very much
about it. This is not the first show of

strength we have had from him. Once there
were machine guns and field hospitals on the
banks of the Swan River, and there were
also barbed wire entanglements. I do not
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expect much more from the Minister for
Police than the show he put up on that oe
casion.

The Minister for Railways: There has
been no change of procedure since vour
Government left office.

Mr. SLEEMAN: There has been a great
change.

The Minister for Railways: No, In the
main the unemployed are as good citizens
as you or I, but some of them were out to
make a disturbance.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The unemployed might
be better citizens than the Minister or I

The Minister for Railways: You kuow
what one or two of them are. There are a
few out to ereate disturbances.

Mr. SLEEMAN: One finds a few squibs
in every scction, even amongst members of
Parliament.

The Minister for Railways: The hon.
wember is entitled to speak for himeelf.

Mr. SLEEMAN: 1 am not going to
altlow the whole of the unemployed to be
blamed simply becanse the Minister says
that among them are a few out for trouble.
When they try to make trouble, it will be
time to stop them. If they endanger life
or property, the police can take a hand.
However, two or three members of the
force, if told to look after unemployed,
could do it without trouble or disturbance.
It is the duty of the Government ‘of the
day, whether a Labour Government, a
Country Party Government, or a National-
ist Government, if they cannot provide
work, at least to provide food. If the
present Government cannot find work for
everybody, as they promised, they must
provide food for everybody. During the
war period thers was no trouble in finding
food for the people. We are now passing
through a more serious time than when our
soldiers were heing sent to fight in France.
At that time, if the Government wanted
anything they went and took it, and pro-
vided the soldiers and the people iwith
food. There is abundance of food in West-
ern Australia. Wheat is going to waste,
and potatoes are rotting in the field be-
canse they are not eommercially worth
digging. There is practically meat to burn.
Some time ago we were told that in the
North there were thousands of sheep
whose tbroats would have to ha eut he-
cause there was no commercial use for the
animals. And yet men, women and children
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are practically starving. As regards sus-
tenance for boys and girls over the nge of
i4, I know of Fremantle families number-
ing six or seven members of whom only
three get sustenance—the man, his wife
and one child. The explanation is that
the other children are over 14 years of age.
Practically the Government are telling the
children over that age to starve, or trench
upon the pittance their parents and their
younger brothers and sisters receive. We
have in this eountry wheat, meat, potatoes,
and in fact practically everyihing that is
needed to save our unemployed from starv-
ation. [If it comes to the point, the Gov-
ernment’s daty will be to commandeer that
foed and hand it over to the unemployed
s0 that they may keep body and soul toge-
ther. It is the duty of the Government to
provide food if they cannot provide work.
T do not blame the unemployed for any
steps taken in order to force the Govern-
ment to provide them with at all events
the wherewithal to live. In Fremantle two
committees aiding the unemployed have
been at worle for some eonsiderable time.
One looks after married men, and is ealled
the married men’s committee; the other
looks after single men, and is known as
the single men’s committee. The married
men’s eommittee have no funds left, and
their work must now be taken on by
someone else. In fact, the Government
must see to it. The commitiee have done
valuable work, and have raised large sums
of money to alleviate the distress amongst
married people.  But neither money nor
clothes can be obtained at present. Fre-
mantle has hardly an old rag left, Oid
clothes have been raked up all over the
place for the uncmployed. The money has
ent out, and so few clothes are available
that many of the unemployed are almost
in rags. The funds of the single men’s
committee will be exhaunsted in about &
fortnight’s time. Excellent work has been
done by this committee also, in association
with the Rev. Mr. Nye. T wish to com-
pliment that gentleman. He is a thorongh
Christian, always striving to provide for
those in need. Ever since last May the
single men’s committee have been feeding
something like 130 men; though I should
add that a few weeks ago some of these
men were Bent to Blackboy Camp. During
those months the Government have put in
£5 per week towards the keep of 130 men.
The eommittee were not able to give thoze
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men much, but at leasi they guaranteed
them one good meal daily. They are doing
that now. JImmediately the eommittee’s
funds are exhansted, I shall be on the
doorstep of the Government with the de-
mand that they look after those men, I
would not be above leading them myself
and committing a breach of the municipal
by-laws. '

Mr, Panton: Then you will ride in that
van!

Mr. SLEEMAN: I am sorry that the
van was disgraced by being made to do
work it was never intended for. Its pnr-
pose is to shield wrongdoers from the too
eager eyes of the curious, not to convey
unnemployed to gaol. T trust there will be
no trouble in getting the Government to do
something immediately the funds of the
local eommittee are gone. There are numer-
ous ways in which the Government could
get money, save money, and make work.
We should do everything possible to pro-
duce in this State what the people of this
State need. Not long ago I introduced a
Bill designed to provide some work for the
unemployed, but the measure reeeived little
support except from members on this side
of the Chamber. I believe that the industry
I was seeking to assist can be brought into
a better condition, enabling it to furnish
more employment. Yesterday the member
for Katanning {Mr. Piesse} asked some
questions about harvesters made at the
State Implement Works. If there is
going to be any argument, the harvesters
nced not be specially picked out. ILet us
give consideration to other implements
manufactured at the works, and let us
give preference to them so that some of
our men may be kept at work. Men
are heing put off every day, and in-
stead of trying to produce our agricultural
implements in this State we are sending our
money away from the State while our own
people are starving. There are other ways
in which the Government ¢ould save money.
Very shortly His Ezxcellency the Governor
will be leaving uns, his term having expired.
The Government would be well advised 10
see that no smecessor to His Execellency is
appointed. Tasmania has set that example,
and I believe Victoria is abont to follow it.
If the Government were to decline to ap-
point a successor to Sir William Campion,
there would be an sdditional £6,000 or £7,000
per annum available for distribntion amongst
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the unemployed. Even in Parliament here,
money could be saved. We have too many
members of Parliament. First there are our
own 80 members, and then there are fhose
members representing the State in the Fede-
rul Parlinment. I believe 40 members would
be plenty for our State Parliament. If
we were to reduce the existing 80 members
to 40, it would mean a bhig saving in the
administration charges of the State.

Mr. Panton: It might be necessary to
provide sustepance for a few of the mem-
bers retrenched.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Not many members of
another place would require sustenance, and
for those that did we would readily do our
best. I will not take up any more time T
have voiced my protest and I hope that
something will be done. I am not frying to
make a party matter of this. In the past
suceessive Governments have done all they
thought they eould do, irrespective of
whether it was Mr. Collier’s Administration
or Sir James Mitchell’s Government. Clearly
it is the duty of everybody in the State to
do all that can be done for the unemployed.

TEE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. N,
Keenan—Nedlands) [10.3]: The subjeci
for the dizenssion of whieh the Leader of
the Opposition moved the adjournment of
the House, is of the greatest importance and
the greatest magnitude.  The opportunity
has been used largely for the aiving of mat-
ters in which private members are person-
ally interested, altogether apart from the
problem to which the Leader of the Oppo-
sition addressed himself. Unfortunately I
desire to follow in the footsteps of those
members who have disecussed smaller mat-
ters, for I want to refer to a question touched
upon by the member for Leederville, who
commenied on the fact that the Education
Department had no full time eleaners, that
for a eertain period in the year their ser-
vices were not required. They are all en-
gaged on a weekly hire, and on the ordin-
ary coutract approved by the Court of
Arbitration for that class of employee. The
member for Leederville is not fully in-
formed on the matter, becanse as | under-
stand it—and let me say that 1 take full
responsibility for anything done by the de-
partment for which I am responsible;
whether the maiter be small or large,
whether it be a detail of administration or
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a question of poliey, the Minister must be
responsible. And se I say I stand respon-
sible. This, I understand, is what is being
carried out: When the schools close for the
vacation the cleaners are kept on for a week
afterwards in order to eclear away all the
debris such as may have been left by the
scholars. Of course that is ample time for
the purpose. One day, or at most two days,
would suffice for the task. Nevertheless the
cleaners are kept on for a week. Then they
get a forinight's holiday on full pay.

Mr, Panton: They are entitled to that
under their award.

The CHIET SECRETARY: T am aware
of it. Then they are brought in again a
week before the schools re-open. Again
that is ample time for the introductory
cleaning of the rooms. The only question is
should we keep eleaners on nominally work-
ing when there is no work for them to do,
and that at a time when every penny has
to be conserved for purposes absolutely of
the greatest importance? At present we
are very hard pushed to provide edueational
facilities for the children of the Stfate, and
we have therefore to save in any direction
that is legitimate. Surely no one
would suggest that the putiing off of
cleaners one week ofter the schools rise,
and putting them on again one week
before the schools re-assemble is not
perfectly fair. It is not that a ques-
tion of this magnitude can be discussed
here with any great advantage, but it has
been referred to, and 1 want it cleared up,
and I want also to take full responsibility
for it; because so long as I am in charge
of u department 1 will never consent fo
having monev paid away where no services
are rendered. Nor would any imember of
the Opposition, if he were a Jlimster,
tolerate it.

My, Panton: It is the first time it has
heen done in the history of the Education
Department,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The mewn-
ber for Leederville referred also to school
teachers. That is a different matter. The
reason why the school teacher gets a fairly
long vacation is because it is admnitted that
the duties of a school teacher are exhaust-
ing, and that he or she renuires a consider-
able time in which to recuperate. That
may not be right, but it is admitted, and
part of the contract.
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Hon. W. D. Johnson: And it is said the
cleaners require that time in which thorough-
1y to cleanse the schools.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : The clesners
do not reqyuire more than a fortnight. No
rational person would suggest that the
ovdinary school building requires more
than a fortnight in which to be cleansed.
At all ¢vents that is my opinion, and if
i am wrong 1 aceept the responsibility.

Hon. W. D, Johnson: Then why not
change the school teachers' vacation?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Suvely the
hon. memnber has hstened. 1f he has not,
I do not propose to repeat myself.

Hon, W, D. Johuson: But I eannot fol-
low your logic.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: ! do not
propose to repeat it. 1 have said [ will
lake the responsibility ior the present
arrangement being a fair and equitable one.
To allow a fortnight for the cleaning of a
school bmlding—not a bhig building, but in
most cases one of two or at most three
rooms—to say it requires more than a fort-
night to clean such a building is absurd.
Since I am speaking, I desire to address
myself 4o larger and more important
matter which the Leader of the Opposition
has raised to-night, namely, the question of
unemployment.  That is a question on the
solution of which depends the whole of our
future. It is suggested by the leader of
the Opposition—and I think rightly—that
it is exiremely difficult to see how we are
to solve that problem. Ii is true the mem-
her for Xanowna (Hon. T. Walker) has
suggested that we might create sowe State
eredit—which T presume means the State
issue of notes—upon which to re-stablish
our industries. Whilst I admire very much
the language in which the propesal was
put forward, I am afraid the idea does not
commend itself to the eommon sense of this
House. [t would be an extraordinarily
dangerous experiment to make, and I am
afraid we shonld soon find that oucs printed
1otes were of verv little value indeed. And
with the failure of those notes we should
have to meet a disaster very much greater
than even the present disaster. I do not
think there is any risk of any (Government,
whether this Government or a Govermment
formed by members opposite, or a Govern-
ment formed on national lines, ecommitting
itself to such a poliey.
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[The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Angelo) took
the Chair.}

Hon. T. Walker: In Canada they have
seasonal inflation.

The Attorney General: But thai is by
the banks, not by the Government,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is
part of their ordinary banking faecilities, a
very different thing from a State Govern-
ment attempting to finance the whole re-
guirements of industry in the State. How-
cver, that is a subject about which 1 am
nfraid we shall have to hold different
opinions and is a matter that would require,
as the member for Geraldton suggested, a
great many months before we coulid arrive
at any unanimity about it. It is strong
evidence of the magnitude of this problem
that no one is able to suggest a solution.
For borrowing is not a solution. [t is true
we could borrow, but that would be only
& temporary expedient. And it has this
curse, that every day makes the difficulty
of the final solution greater.

Hon. P. Collier: It aggravates it later on.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is
0. Therefore it is covrect 1o say
that no one ecan suggest at  the
present moment & solution of (his
curse of unemployment. It is said

to be due to many causes, one being the
over-production of industry throughout
the world. Therefore I presume if we were
to suggest a solution based on that factor,
it would be to reduce production. But we
cannot reduce production except within loeal
limits, while the over-production of the out-
side world would still remain. Therefore
that must bé ruled out. What would be the
proper solution, I am not prepared to at-
tempt to define it this evening. Why I say
I would not dream of attempting to define
a solution to-night is because I do not think
it is within the capacity of any one man to
define, with any hope of being correct, what
that solution is. No doubt the member for
Guildford will have a try at it, but I am not
sure that he will suceeed. That is one reason
why I am addressing the House on another
matter: I suggest it is only by a eombination
of the best brains we can command in this
community that we can hope to arrive at a
proper conclusion as to what are the steps
to take to deal with this grest problem. For
that reason I suggest, notwithstanding what
the member for Leederville said, that there
is no desire on my part to block the way

to the formation of such a Cabinet by re-
maining on these benches.

Mr. Panton: I do not suggest that you
said anything else.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Whatever it
may be, I am only too willing to be a very
humble member of & House that will assist
a Government of that kind to attempt to
tind the solution of a problem which is such
a grave and terrible one that it is almost
& breach of decorum to introduce a jocular
matter in addressing oneself to it. Therefore
I apologise for the reference I made a mo-
ment ago. T only say the present occasion
does not admit of an examination of this
matter from all the proper angles, and there-
fore that all we can say in a debate of this
kind is that it is a subject of such vital im-
portance that it should be taken away from
any possible arena of party strife and party
politics, and should be dealt with by the
best intelligences in this country.

HON. W. D, JOHNSON (Guildford-
Midland) [1015]: Throughout the debate
the diffienlty of the Government in respect
of the need of money, has been emphasised.
We have heard that the Government have
nothing with whieh to relieve unemployment.
Does that not convey that what the Govern-
ment are not able to do without money, we
ave expecting our people to do? The Govern-
ment are contributing largely to the increase
of unemployment hy dismissing workers by
the hundreds in various divections and so
denying them the right to earn money. Gov-
ernments cannot function without money
and yet the individual is expected to fune-
tion withount it. I desire to subscribe to the
policy outlined by the member for Kanowna
{Hon. T. Walker), and if we cannot fune-
tion without money, if the system of finding
work for all has broken down, if the Govern-
ment have to admit that they are obliged
to increase unemployment, we must realise
that the people must be fed. If we cannot
find work for all we must get food for all
I appreciate the fact tLat the present sys-
tem has broken down so far as employment
is coneerned. Thousands of men and women
are going short of food; yet it is admitied
that there is abundance of food, more than
sufficient, produced within the State., I sub-
mit that we have to get away from talking
on this matter in terms of money; we must
re-organise relief in texms of food, and T
believe that is possible. I say most defln.
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itely that it is not only possible for the Gov-
crnment to do that hut that the Government
must do it, that they will bave to go into the
question of getting food and distributing it
on the basis that it will be available to all.
The Goverpment are active in regard to
many matters. The member for Leederville
has referred to the extraordinary attitude
adopted hy the Minister for Education who
says it is generally accepted that it is essen-
tial for school teachers’ salaries to go on
hecause a period of recuperation is reguired,
extending over six or seven weeks, He does
not admit altogether that it is desirable, bnt
he says it has become a recognised thing and
must be continued, but it has also been
recognised for years past that the cleaners of
schools are not able in the limited time at
their disposal to keep the schools thoroughly
clean. The result is that there are corners
where dirt accumulates that needs & week’s
cleaning to remove, and it is in the holiday
period that the cleaning is done thoroughly.
The Minister for Education says that be-
cause it has been the custom in the past, it
is not going to cootinue. The Government
can see the means of saving a week oxr fwo’s
wages when it eomes to the poor unfortunate
charwoman. If the Government cannot get
beyond that kind of thing it becomes essen-
tial tor us to realise that we are failing to
appreciate the gravity of the situation.
Thus a motion of this kind is necessary to
emphasise the fact that if the Government
cannot find work for the people they mmst
find food. The member for Fremantle (Mr.
Sleeman) has pointed out that the organisa-
tion ecreated when the present Government
assiuned oflice, by which loeal governing
bodies were called upon to assist, has already
shown signs of breaking down. He states
that in Fremantle it will not be possible to
continue rendering assistance as far as the
married men are concerned and that already
the single men have had to be removed ehe-
where. Exactly the same thing applies at
Bassendean. ‘The Minister for Railways, a
few nights age, paid a tribute to the good
work done by the Bassendean committee.
He said that more had been done there by
the loeal governing body than had been
done in any other centre of the State. That
is due to the fact that early in the unemploy-
ment difficulty all sections of the esmmunity
combined for the purpose of relieving the
limited distress that existed at that time. It
was arranged that weekly osubseriptions
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should be canvassed for regularly, and
practieally everyone in work at Bassondean
agreed to contribute an amount per week.
Collectors were appointed to reseive those
amounts. The local governing hodies sub-
seribed as mueh as they could from their
funds. That money enabled them te dis-
tribute a certain amount of work, supple-
menting the Government sustenanee, Im-
provements were done to the open spaces
that are essential to public welfave. How-
ever, the enormous amount of retrenchment
that has taken place in the distriet, pariien-
lavty at the Midland workshops, has so in-
ercased the number of unemployed in Bas-
sendean, and consequently diminished the
contributions to »uch an extent, that the
relief organisation has broken down. A
public meeting has been called to deal with
the question. 1 dare say the Minister has
already received a report admiiting that,
fine as was the local organisation some
moanths baek, it is totally nnable to cope with
the present sitnation and must appeal to
Parliament to do something to relieve, on a
better hasis, the distress that exists. The
organisation established by the Minister
some months ago is crumbling in some
places and in many others has ceased to
fanction, with the vesult that the plight of
the unemployed is more nente than ever.
We have to realise that in this country
where we have adult suffrage, where Parlia-
ments are elected directly from the adult
population, that population looks to Parlia-
ment, as direetly representative of the peo-
ple, to protect the people in a erisis of this
kind. I admit that that is not so in other
countries, where only a section of the people
is represented in Parliament and the people
as a whole are left to their own resources.
But that is not the Australian practice. We
nmiake our Parliaments representative of the
people, and we expeet and even encourage
our people to comme to Parliament in
their distress, with a view to securing reliet.
It is definitely and distinetly a function
of Parliament to look after the people
of this State. Tf we cannot lLelp them
in terms of mopey, it is our duty to
belp them in terms of fond. Apain, the
Government have been active in amending
indusirial legislation. They declare that the
needs of the hour compel a review of that

legislation. But why limit the review to
industrial conditions? Why not review the
finaneinl affairs of Western Australiat
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Why not inquire into the commercial organ-
isations and ascertain whether we are carry-
ing nnnecessary duplications? Why netl
investigate whether foodstufls are unneces-
sarily dear beeause of execessive distribut-
ing costs?

The Minmister for Lands: A select commit-
tee is inguiring into that question now.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: It is wonderful
how the Government are able to transfer
problems of that kind to a seleci committee,
problems more acute to-day, because of spe-
cial cirenmstances, than the wages question.
Ministers cap always rush in to amend in-
dustrial laws.

Mr. Hegney called atention to the state
of the House.

Bells rung, and a quorum formed.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I was pointing

out that the Government have turned their

attention and devoted a good dea! of their
tine to amending the industrial laws, attack-
ing the basiec wage, and other matters of a
similar nature, but that they have failed to
go into the more important question of
control and distribution of foodstuffs. The
Government are using this depression as a
period of reconstrnetion from the industrial
point of view. Why should the veconstrue-
tion be confined to indusirial matters? Why
nof extend it to commercial matters?

The Minister for Lands: Yon know that
it has extended to the primry producers.

Hon. W, D, JOHNSONX : The primary pro-
ducers are suffering to-day from the enorm-
ous cost of marketing their produets.

The Minister for Lands: That is not the
point.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The Minister
would be the very last to relieve the primary
producers in that regard. In faet, if the
Minister and tbose associated with him had
not interfered with Commonwealth legisla-
tion by influencing votes against it, we would
not be in our present plight. As the mem-
ber for Viectoria Park (Mr. Raphael) has
pointed out, if the guaranteed 4s. had been
paid for wheat——

The Minister for Lands: It never would
hiave been paid.

Hon. W, D. JOENSON: What right has
the Minisier to say that? Is be an author-
ity on what the Commonwealth Government
can do? What Mr. Sceullin says, what Mr.
Moloney says, and what the Commonwealti
Bank agree to do is all nonsense in the eyes
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of our mighty Minister for Lands. He
knows Detter. If the diffienlty is to be
tackled it has to be realised that action by
the Government in the direction of reseuing
the wheat growers must be in the terms of
£ s d. If is true that the Prime Minister,
Mtr. Scullin, appealed to us to eontinue pro-
ducing wheat, but he said that the wheat
would be paid for at a price equalling the
cost of production. The Prime Minister
took aefion along those lines, but the Minis-
ter for Londs did his best to defeat it. He
and those associated with him are respons-
ible for that position.

The Minister for Lands: You know that
statement is not true.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I say definitely
it is true.

The Minister for Lands: Ii is not.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON : T heard the Min-
ister tell the senators that they should not
vote for it.

The Minister for Lands: You heard no.
thing of the sort.

iTon. YW, D. JOHNSON: I was present
when the Minister spoke at Brnee Rock.

The Minister for T.ands: There was not
# seuator there,

Hon. W. D. JOHXNSON: Why did the
Munister deliver such a speech there? It
was at a critical period and the Minister
knew that senators would read the report of
bis speech in the newspapers. What the
Minister sought to convey was that the
wheat growers of Western Australia werd
opposed to the legislation then under discus-
sion in the Federal Parliament. There is
no donbt on that point, and the views of the
wheat growers of this State were misrepre-
sented to such an extent that the senators
from Western Australia alone were respons-
ible for denying our wheat growers a price
for their commodity that would have en-
abled them to employ labour, and so lift
the country out of the difficult position it
is in to-day. T am prepared to admit that
had that legislation been passed, there would
be difficulties in connection with it at the
present juncture. What would have hap-
pened would have been that, instead of wheat
growers worrying on aceount of various
phases that they cannot help, those who
made the promises of assistance to them
wonld have had to devise methods by which
the wheat growers would have been paid in

proportion fo the cost of production. I am
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prepared to admit that the guarantee would
have had to be reviewed, but it would have
been revised on the basis of the amount the
wheat grower would have required to enable
him te continue growing and to pay for
labour. That would have been his position,
instead of that in which he finds himself
to-day, not knowing what he can do because
of the deplorable condition of the indusiry.
If the Government do not intend to take the
wider view, and deal with commercial and
financial concerns, and are not going into
the question of supplying money to the
people, they must at least create an organ-
isation fo supply them with food. To-day
bread is at an enormous price—

Hon. P. Collier: Compared with the price
of wheat.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: Yes, ont of all
proportion to the eost of the raw material.
I have been told that this is due to the cost
of distribuiion. Why do not the Govern-
ment organise the distribution of Yread?
Why tackle the basic wage and allow an
absolutely silly system to continue, by which
a score of carts are rushing round doing
what one could do. That unwieldy system
increases the price of bread enormously,
and it is allowed to continue because the
Government say it is not their funetion to
interfere,

Mr., Wells: What you say may be quite
right, but if it were done it would increase
unemployment.

Hon. W. D. JOUNSON: What percentage
of increased unemployment would there be
compared with the saving to the community?

Mr, Wells: You would throw a large num-
ber of carters and drivers out of work.

Hon, W, D. JOHNSON: An enormous
amount eould be saved, particularly when
we consider the large quantites of bread con-
sumed in the metropolitan area, and the
number of men required under the existing
system of distribution.

The Minister for Railways: 1If we carried
your argument to a logical ceonclusion we
should ecliminate distribution altogether and
make everyone go to the bakehouse.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The present
system has broken down. It is not limited
to one section or to one industry., There
must be a general review. Ever since the
session started we have appealed to the
Government to realise that the diffieulty is
not limited to the workers; all sections must
get into line. Apparently it is useless. The
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Government will dvift along until something
happens. They tax a limited section of the
community. Their retrenchment is confined
to a section, and no proper consideration
is given to the interests of the general pub-
lie. I do not wish to take up much time in
further debating this gquestion, and I appeal
to the Government to take action. Speeches
and promises are useless to satisfy the un-
employed. Something more must be doune.
The Christmas season is approaching and we
have to see to it during that period,
and during all other periods that food
is available even if we c¢annot pro-
vide work for all who require it. If we
cannot give them money, we must provide
them with assistanece in kind.  There are
means by which that ean be organised, and
I trust the Government will lose no time in
taking action along those lines.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [1036]: I
appreciate keenly the broad sentiment and
non-party attitude adopted by the Leader
of the Opposition. From the time he con-
eluded his speech, however, the noble senti-
ments he expressed have been dracged
through the mire of party polities.

Mr. Raphael: Assisted by your actions.

Mr. SAMPSON: It is a matter of deep
regret and sorrow to me that such an im-
portant and distressing problem as that of
unemployment should be wmade a party
matter.

Mr. Raphael: Why not do your job?

Mr., Hegney: It is a nationzl problem
to-day.

Mr. SAMPSON: That is the view many
people will take of the larger proportion
of the remarks of hon. members this even-
ing. No one doubts the difficulties that
confront the world to-day. In Western
Australia we have flooded markets, lack of
distribution and irsufficient food supplizs
in the possession of many of our citizens.
It is very distressing, and the whole prob-
lem is one of contradietion. The introdac-
tion of labour-saving machinery for the pro-
duction of wheat was anticipated to add
to the wealth of the country. Unfortunate-
ly it has proved the reverse. We imperted
a large number of tractors, and the horse has
been largely replaced by the internal combus-
tion engine. 'What has been the result?
To a large extent our position has become
worse because of the introduction of power
farming. Not so long ago when the horse
provided the only power available on the
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farm, the man on the land produced the
horse feed and his money was thus
retained n  the country. To-day, wun-
der the system of power farming, we
have sent immense sums of money
out for the purchase of {ractors and
fuel supplies, and the result has been to
assist agriculture on the downward path.
I will not make any comment upon motor
cars and so forth, hecause I realise they
are necessary. It is impossible to go baek.
Once progress has been made in a certain
direction, that progress must be main-
tained. Even at this juneture I question
whether those engaged in the production
of wheat would not be wise to slter their
methods, and instead of continuing with
tractors to revert to the horse. The sooner
we get back the better. There will be a
greater measure of prosperity and a
greater amount of money available when
that eomes about.

Mr. Raphael intevjected.

Mr. SAMPSON: The prototyps of the
MecCoo politician may speak for himself, T
realise the great diffieulties whieh this
State and every other State and every
other country are facing at the present
time. It is very easy to blame the Govern-
ment and to put up destruetive eriticism,
but if there is A man in this country who
knows how this position is to he remedied,
then it is a sin if he remains silent, For
there are amongst us hundreds of men whe
have been accustomed to work and who,
during & period of unemployment, feel very
deeply the position they are in. T say
without any reference to the gallery, for
that does not affect me in a political sense,
that the position of those men is of first
importance to the State. If we could find
means for keeping them employed in
useful work, our preblem largely would he
ended. I have expressed my admiration of
the efforts made by the Minister in charge
of unemployment. He has an exceedingly
difficult job, and I hope that as the days
go by it will be possible to do something
in respect of sending men out into the
minipg  districts. I do not know much
about the subject, but I say it is to gold
mining we must look for the ameliorafion
of our difficultics. As was well said hy
the member for Geraldton, there is an un-
limited market for gold, whereas with every
other commodity the markets of the world
are glutted. So I hope the Government
will find it possible to provide a limited
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measure of assistance ror those capable of
going into the goldmining areas in small
parties and so doing what is possible to-
wards bringing some relief to themselves
and, of course, to the State. I should like
to refer to inflation. It is a most difficult
question, and only those versed in high
tinance can afford to discuss it. It is an
insidious, fascinating and withal poisonous
doctrine, and I believe, with the Chief

-Secretary, that we shall be wise if we ap-

proach it with the utmost care. The ex-
perience of Germany and of every other
country that has tried inflation has been
disastrous. We learn in the “Daily News”’
that soon after the close of the war, as
the result of inflation in Germany a second-
rate cignr cost millions of marks,

My, Panton: The same thing applied to
France.

The Attorney General: But France stop-
ped in time.

Hon. W. D. Jobnson: France stopped
only when she got out of her difficulties.

Mr. Raphael interjected.

Mr. SAMPSON: The member for Vie-
toria Park may diseuss frankfurts. I dare
say he is well capable of apprecialing
them. The real wealth of Australia is wheat
and wool.

Mr. Raphael: Apd country newspapers.

Mr. SPEAKER: I ask the member for
Vietoria Park to refrain from interjecting.

Mr. SAMPSON: Much of our difficulty
has been brought about by the high pro-
tective policy of Australin. MMelbourne and
Sydney are the homes of high protection,
and seeing how the smaller and poorer
States bave been levied upon in order to
afford protection to the manufaeturers of
the Eastern States, one would ihink that
in the big cities of the FEastern States
would be found some measure of pros-
perity. But in both Melbourne and Sydney
there is more poverty and more unemploy-
ment than is to be found in any other part
of Australia. So experience has shown
that high protection is the last and worst
policy for Western Australia. I believe, if
we had the status of a Dominion and stood
as a unit of the Bmpire apart from the
rest of the Commonwealth, manvy nf ounr
difficulties would disappear.

Mr. Raphael: And we would diseppear
with them.

Mr. SAMPSON: Then by all means let
vs have it at once. In the meantime, I
hope it will be found possible to so vary
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our industrial awards as to permit of work
being rationed. We must destroy existing
methods under which some men have full
employment and full payment, while others
are thrown out altogether and not permitted
to work.

Mr. McCallum: How about adopting that
policy yowrself?

Mr. SAMPSON: I think it is a splendid
idea, and T admire the member for South
Fremantle, because he is now expressing
lofty sentiments which I hope he will live up
to. 1 have here a newspaper cutting which
has a direct bearing on this subjeet, and so
I may be pardoned for reading it, as fol-
lows:—

Mr, Snowden is even more frank. He said
(July 12th, 1930): ‘‘The state of trade in
this country is a state which is common to
every industrial country in the world, It is
a common phenomenon, the main cause of
which is a fall in world priees, which not only
hag the effect to a large extent of ruining
the producer of raw material, but is arrest-
ing manufacture, because business men are
not going to buy when prices are falling.
The grave depression is in a very great
measure due te the protectionist polivy ef t_he
world. Protection in all the protectienist
conntries has raised prices and therefore rve-
duccd the purchasing power of the people, so
that they cannot buy the same quantity of
goods. All nations are so elosvly related to-
day by trade and commeree that they cannot
have a shock in one country without rever-
berations being felt all over the world. These
causes are beyond any one Government's eon-
trol, but they will touch bottom some time.’’

While the high protection policy continues,
a big section of our people will suffer the
gravest disability.

Mr. Panton: Surely you are not hlaming
protection for the troubles in England!

Mr. Walker: BEagland’s free trade is Eng-
land’s protection. She wants free markets
for all her goods.

Mr. SAMPSON: I had better not enter
upon a discussion of England’s troubles to-
night because they are very great. This is
a young country, and we should not be ex-
periencing the troubles that confront us.
If we were not shackied to the high protec-
tion poliey, our position would be much
better. We are carrying on our tbacks the
secondary industries of the Eastern States,
and they are a galling and impossible bur-
den. I hope we shall not be called upon to
bear that burden permanently. If it be.
comes much worse we shall be in as bad a
condition as those who have had the ad-
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vantage of our help. In spite of the high
protection, the cost of manufactures has
continued to rise,

Mr. Panton: Iet us send our wheat and
wool away and we shall be right.

Mr. SAMPSON: The partial solution of
our problem lies in borrowing, but the days
of borrowing have gone for the time being.
We have to make the best we can of a bad
job and in the interests of those who are
unemployed, we must, wherever ppssible,
ration work. We ean appland the (Govern-
ment for their humanitarian treatment of the
people who are in distress and can feel sym-
pathy that the Government have not more
funds at their disposal with which to alle-
viate that distress.

Mr. Panton : We are borrowing
£28,000,000 at present. What is to be done
with it?

Mr. SAMPSON: I hope the money will
be spent as economieally as possible. It is
exceedingly difficult to know what to do, be-
cause if we produee more wheat, the world
does not want it and the primary produecers
will be left lamenting. I regret that no im-
mediate solution of the problems that face
this country is apparent. We must do what
we ean by adopting a sympathetic outlook.
It is useless, unfair and improper to use
such an oceasion to voice political propa-
ganda.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. A. L. Davy—Waest Perth) [10.53]: I do
not propose to follow the example of some
other members and endeavour to offer a
solution of our present difficulties. I rise
to support the remarks made by the Chief
Seeretary. I was returned to Parliament
some mine months ago, and when [ opened
my campaign I told the people of West
Perth that, in my opinion, we were about to
face a national crisis, at least as serious as
that which we faced dnring the war,

Mr. Wansbrough: Your leader did not
know anything about it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The hon.
member should not interrrupt. I further
said that, in my opinion, there was no pos-
sible chance of effectively and properly sur-
viving the erisis so long as we had a party
Government controlling the affairs of the
State. T received very little support for the
opinion I offered. My opponent claimed
that it was a confession of weakness, and
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my friends, on the other hand, said it was
disloyal to my own party.

Mr. Rahpael: You got it on both sides.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes.

Mzr. Panton: And yet you got in.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That is so.
To-day I am more convinced than ever—and
particularly after listening to this debate—
that there is no possible chance of cur sur-
viving the crisis with any reasonable spar-
ing of suffering unless we get together and
decide mutually upon the proper thing to
do. To-night a variety of cures have been
suggested. The idea of the member for
Guildford-Midland apparently is that we can
organise ourselves back to prosperity, that
we should have a compulsory wheat pool
and a compulsory egp pool.

Myr. Sampson: That would help, anyhow.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The mem-
ber for Swan evidently agrees. The member
for Kanowna thinks we ean overcome our
difficulties by some form of note inflation.
Another member tells us we ean overcome
our diflienlties by commandeering the food
supplies of the State and governmentally
distributing them.

Mr. Sleeman: There is enough to feed the
people. .

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am not
going to say whieh of those three, if any,
is an effective cure. But of one thing I am
convineed, that if the Governmeni either
consisted of or was advised by representa-
tives of both sides of the House, men who
at any rate had the confidence of their sup-
porters for their honesty of purpose, we
might have a chance of formulating a scheme
that would be acceptable to the people and
would be believed in by them to be the only
thing that could he done to save the situa-
tion, At present practically anything that
the Government do is attacked politically.
I have no eomplaint whatever to ofler about
the remarks of the Leader of the QOpposi-
tion or his conduct of his business since the
session opened. Within the limils of the
party game, he has played it fairly and mod-
erately, as far as human nature could allow
Lhim to do. I say he has played the game
absolutely fairly. But I also say that every
night we meet, remarks are made that would
not be made against a Government repre-
senfative of both sides. QOutside the House,
what is happening? A week ago I was in-
vited to attend a meeting to diseuss unem-
ployment in my constituency. The invita-
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tion eame from a person whom I believed
had no conneetion whatever with party poli-
ties. 1 attended the meeting, an open ain
meeting, and when I got there, I found that
the first speaker was the organiser of the
Labour Party. It might have been quite
right for him to be there,

Mr. Sleeman: He is a good man, too.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am not
saying anything against him. He may be
*he best man in the world; I had not met
him before. After he had spoken, I was
worked on to the platform—a motor lorry—
and I found that I was sandwiched between
him and the gentleman who had opposed
me at the lnst eleetion. I have respect for
that gentleman, but be proceeded to make a
pure election speech. He was playing the
game. I am not complaining. But while
we are going on with this stupidity, he is
doing what is right and natural and proper
from his point of view. So the game goes
on., He told me that at present he was en-
gaged night after night attending unem-
ployed meetings throughont the metropoli-
tan ares, and no doubt he made speeches
night after night similar to the one
he made on that oeccasion. He attacked
the Government in electionecring terms.
I do not blame him, or ¢harge him with any
wickedness, or reflect upon his character or
intelligence. He is playing this wonderful
game of party politica.

Mr., Munsie: I wish you would talk to
the “West Australian” like that about Fede-
ral politics.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am talk-
ing to the “West Australian” and to any
one who likes to listen to me, abom
all polities, whether Federal or State. T am
not concerned as to whether it is State,
Federal or anything else.

Mr. Munsie: The “West Australian” tells
us we should not eriticise when sitting on
this side of the House.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: What do
[ eare about the “West Australian”? Do
[ own it?

My, Panton: I wish I did.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The mem-
ber for Hannans has no right to complain
abont the “West Australian.” It gave the
hon. gentleman and his colleagues,” when in
power, a wonderfully good run. But we are
uot eoncerned about that company. Tt is
a public newspaper.

Mr. Raphael: A publiec nuisanece.
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The ATTORNEY GEXNERAL: Aud that
paper is entitled to express its views. It
has had some nasty things to say about this
Government. I have no control over it. T
may have been right in what I have said.

Mr. Panton: The “Wesl Australian” is
never wrong.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: But I do
not believe any member siiting opposite
thinks that any member on this side of the
House is in any way ioferior to himself in
honesty of purpose or in the earnestness of
his desire to do what is right. I have heard
hard things snid.  Tn the heat of debate
members opposite have said that we on this
side are in the pay of the Employers’ Fede-
vation, and that we were put up to carry
out their behests and so on and so forth,

Mr. Munsie: I have heard exactly the
same thing said by the hon. gentleman him-
eelf when we were on lhis side of the House
and he was over here, with regard to Trades
Hall. Do not blame us, but mind your own
business.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T will ae-
cept whai the hon, member says as true.

Mz, Muusie: It is true.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Let us say
it is true. Was either of us right?

Mr. Munsie: No.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Then
peither side was right when that allegation
was made,

Mr, Munsie: It is only wrong when you
are on this side, but it is right when you are
on that side. That is what gets on my nerves.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1 admit
that if any member on this side were on
that side and made a statement of that kind
he would be wrong.

Mr. Kenneally: We accept the apology.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I say
again that this game of politics we are
playing, which causes that kind of remark
to be made in the heat of debate or other-
wise, is in the highest degree inimical to
the solution of the problems we are faced
with now. 1 hold a position in this Cabinet
with the Chief Seeretary. 1 will be not only
ready but anxious to abandon that position,
and become the humblesi and most silent
member of the House, if, as a result of do-
ing so, it would bring about a combination
of the best Lrains and the best characters in
the House to solve the important problems
facing us. I would even be prepared to
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vesign from the House and let someone else
represent the West Perth electorate if I
could achieve that. It is a firm convietion
with me that we shall not overcome our dif-
ficultics and our troubles without the most
immense and drendful suffering if we carry
ont 48 we are carrying on at the present
time.

MR. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [11.5]:
This is the most important subject Parlia-
ment could possibly discuss, Even though
we may not get very far in providing work
tor the unemployed the fact remains it is
a question of paramount importance. Tt is
involved in the present sysitem of society.
There always will be a certain amount of
unemploytuent.  These periods happen in
exeles. They do not happen in a day. We
get a erisis, and ab varying periods we have
first prosperity and then unemployment and
deflation. The position is probably more
intense, owing to the greater ramifications -
volved, than it has been in previous bad
times. In 1921 we passed through a period
of unemployment after the boom period of
the altermath of war. Unemployment was
rampant; indeed it was world-wide. We are
now passing through n worse period than
we did then. Many snggestions have been
advanced during this debate fo remedy the
position, or to account for it. The member
for Swan said that wheat and wool were
the hasis of our wealth. They are only the
basis of our wealth insofar as they can be
sold at profitable prices in the world’s mar-
kets. In those markets to-day there is defia-
tion because of a glat in these things, due
to an excess of production, especially in the
case of wheat.

Hon. W. D, Johnson:
sumption.

Mr, HEGNEY: There is under-consump-
tion hecause of the glut. The only way fo
remedy such a position is to cause the least
elficient producers to cease producing and
go into some other line for their livelihood.
Sinee the war Mr. Bruee, who was Prime
Mintster for seven years, initiated the slogan
of increased production on the part of both
producers and workers. The capitalists of
the country =et about organising their entexr-
prises, and the workers engaged in produc-
ing more wealth. Last year Mr. Scullin, the
new Prime Minister, asked the farmers to
put in a greater acreage of cereals, in order
to adjas{ our position overseas, and so that

And under-con-
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we eould pay for our loans by wheat. To-
day’s position was not foreseen by him, and
he was not able to prediet what would hap-
pen. This year we are expecting in this
State a record yield of 50 million bushels
of wheat, New South Wales is expecting 62
millivn, and Victoria 50 million. There is,
therefore, a surfeit of produetion in Austra-
lia. Because the buyers of the world have not
the necessary purchasing power, the price
of wheat bas declined. Aceording to econ-
omists the only way to adjust that pesition
is either to increase the purchasing power
of the consumers or cultivate less land, That
is not a solition of the problem. The Pre-
nier, whoe is well versed in agricultural
development and experienced in wheat pro-
duction made a remark on the Address-in-
reply, no doubt believing it to be true. He
said that there was latent wealth in abund-
ance in the State, that there was an abund-
ance of land whose latent wealth eould be
drawn from it by work and produetion, and
that this eould be brought about by stimu-
lating activities through the Agricultural
Bank under legislative authority. He ssid,
“Work will beget production, and produc-
tion in twrn will spell progress and
prosperity.”’ It is true that work will beget
production; but the second statement, that
production in its turn will spell progress
and prosperity, represents the opposite of
what is actually happening. With all our
production, with the abundanee of goods
Anstralia now possesses, the workers are in
great difficulties. This is the problem of the
age. The war lrought untold suflering to
millions in Earope. The member for
Kanowna (Hon. T. Walker) spoke ahout
the misery and degradation of the war
period. Ie also referred to the large see-
tion not engaged in production, and the
other section that earries on the social ser-
viees of the community. But a still smaller
number produced wealth to keep millions of
men fighting each other. econsuming and
destroving wealth withont doing anything
towards ihe sum total of production. The
men who were engaged in fighting have re-
turned to production. . As the result of the
application of their labour power, produe-
tion has so developed that all the world over
there is a surplus of goods. The member
for Swan (3Mr. Sampson) introduced the red
herring of the tariff. YWhether a country is
freetrade or protectionist or revenue tariff,
it still has this problem of unemployment.
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If the problem could be mitigated by the
abolition of protection and the substitution
of freetrade, how is it that the problem con-
fronts the statesmen of Britain now? Ii is
only during the past 25 years that some of
the Eastern States have had a policy of pro-
tection. The tariff has now been strength-
ened because of the large importation of
goods into Australia, Something had to be
done to adjust the position, Tt is no use
railing against the tarif from that aspect.
No maiter whether a Nationalist Govern-
ment or a Labour Government was in power,
that pelicy would have to be adopted. In
the past Vietoria and New South Wales
were not both protectionist. The former was
protectionist, and the laiter freetrade. To
draw the fiseal red herring across the trail
is merely to divert the minds of the people
from the main issue. TUnemployment is
rampant and widespread in all countries,
whether freetrade or protectionist, monarch-
ieal or republican or under a dictatorship.
The whole problem turns on production for
profit. Because of the faet that goods can-
not be sold in this country we have this un-
employment difficulty. TUnder present con-
ditions, men and women, among them some
of the best in the land, have to walk about
unemployed in the midst of plenty, and must
continue te do so until production becomes
profitable.  What a curse such a position is
to the eommunity! Surely it is possible for
Qovernments to organise so that such a posi-
tion can be avoided.  If things are allowed to
drift and the pesition becomes more acute,
our people will be brought to the same pass
as the people of other eountries, where dis-
order has been rampant and even revolutions
have ceeurred as the result of the degrada-
tion of the workers. In Italy and‘Germany
dietatorships have eome about beeause of the
inherent rottenness of the existing system.
The people were subjugated, they could not
get the right to live. The same stafe of
things obtained in South American Repub-
liecs. The Russian situation, too, is due to
the fact that those formerly in power sub-
jugated the people. As a consequence the
Russian Government was overthrown. I am
not suggesling that in Australia the eon-
stitutional position is sueh that that would
be attempted. The Premier has said that
people out of work will be assisted, but he
cannot sax for how long. What will happen
when sustenance can no longer be made
available? If people =ee their children
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starving owing to lack of suflicient nourish-
ment, they will be forced to do things that
they are not even thinking of at present.
The problem of unemployment is the most
important to which the Legislature can
address itself. The Attorney General has
raised the bogey that the question cannot be
treated except from a non-party stand-
point. I say the question has to be treated
on its merits. Tt matters not whether Mr.
Collier and Mr, Munsie associate themselves
with the Government. In such a case I might
lean to Mr. Latham and some other member
might support Mr. Collier, and the House
would be back in the present position. The
line of cleavage is too sharp. The govern-
ing eonsideration is what one holds to be in
the best interests of the people to whom one
belongs. 1 have heen a worker all my life,
and have known what it is to be out of
work, In 1921 I was walking about for nine
months with nothing to do, although I have
a trade; and the same thing applies to many
who are workless to-day. In the Railway
Department since July last about 750 men
have been discharged. Some of the best
mechanies in the land have been thrown on
the streets hecause there is no employment
to be found for them. The engineering es-
tablishments of this country are practically
dormant, and mechanies eannot apply their
labour anywhere. It i3 a rotten position in
which the State finds itself. The Govern-
ment should see, as far as they can, that the
people are not allowed to go hungry. Alle-
viation shonld be given to those in diffienlt
circumstanees. In my opinion, the position
points to the necessity for making ecredits
available for the development of industry.
In the Labour Cauncus there has been a
strennouns fight on the question of increasing
the currency so as to create employment. Tt
has been proposed that £20,000,000 of credit
be made available. The proposition is now
being diseussed. If in 1913, before the war,
it had been suggested that during the next
four years over £400,000,000 wounld be raised
in Australia for war purposes, the bankers
and eeonomists would have declared that sach
a suggestion was insane.  But aetnally
during that period £400,000,000 was made
available for the purposes of destruction.
In the present erisis, however, no attempt is
made to treat the position from the aspect of
nalional emergency. The position is such
that the Government will be forced to take
aetion to prevent the people from starving.
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No fewer than 500,000 people are unem-
ployed in Australia despite the fact that our
production has never been greater, nor have
food supplies ever been in greater abund-
ance. Jt is a matter that mervely requres
organisation.  The markeiing position at
the moment is such that the producers are
not able to get any adequate return for the
goods they produce. There are two or three
peints I wish to deal with regarding matters
that have arisen in my electorate. I shall
deal with the unemployment camp at Black-
boy quite apart from party politics. In my
opinien, the establishment of that camp as-
sured unfortunate men who are out of work
better food and better treatment than could
possibly be provided under the old system
of soup kitchens and open air sleeping.
Under the cenditions that prevailed, especi-
ally in the winter months, the necessity to
sleep out endangered their health and, of
course, the provision for feediny the men at
the camp was a great advance on what they
had been accustomed to formerly. A few
complaints have been lodged against the
eamp methods, I did not visit the camp
until some of the unemployed wrote inviting
me to discuss matters with their welfare com-
mittee. I have visited the camp on two or
three occasions, on each of which I met re-
presentatives from the huts and chatted over
matters with them. On the first occasion
the member for Guildford-Midland (Hon.
W. D. Johnson) was with me, and- the men
submitied a few matiers that they desired to
have rectified. In turn those matters werd
submitted to the Minister and he later visited
the camp and discussed the various points
with the members of the committee. We
were able to get a number of matters at-
fended to satisfactorily. After a lapse of a
couple of months the men again wrote to
me and a few days later I went fo the camp
and asked the committee what the trouble
was. They told me that there were some other
matters that requiréd reetification and that
they desired to diseuss them with the Min-
ister. T suggested that they should select
four or five representatives to discuss their
problems and later on I went fo the eamp.
Permission was secured to use one of the
rooms, where 25 or 26 men attended to deal
with the position. During the course of
the discussion, they were very reasonable,
and while some of the difficulties they raised
were fixed up, it was not possible to give
effect to all that was de-ived.  The camp
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commandant, Mr. Pilkinglon, wes present
during part of the proceedings.  Subse-
quently I made representations to the Min-
ister on the wmen's behalf. That was a fort-
night ago, but I have not heard from him
since. In the meantime, I have been told
by some of the men in camp that when I
went there to diseuss matters with them, I
was to be thrown out. T take exception to
that sort of thing,

The Minister for Railways: Who said
you would be thrown out?

Mr. HEGNEY: The members of the wel-
fare committee.

The Minister for Railways:
been thrown out sinece.

Mr. HEGNEY: The reason, they sug-
gested, that I was to be thrown out of camp
was because I sought to make politieal
capital ont of the situation. There is no
truth in that at all; I have had no such in-
tention. The men were quite justified in
asking me to go there, and as member for
the district T was entitled to do so. The
chairman of the commitiee, Mr, Hart, was
one of the men who was ejected from the
eamp. It was suggested that political
speeches were made in connection with mat-
ters at Blackboy. T told the men to confine
their requests to half a dozen At most and
to seleet what they regarded as the most
urgent for early aftention. Ome of their re-
quests was to increase the payment from
114 days to two days. The object of getting
the extra pay for the additional half-day
was to enable them to buy clothes and to
have a few extra shillings with which tq en-
joy themselves during the Christmas season.
Another matter was in connection with the
eredits available. At the present time, credit
is given to the extent of 15s., and the men
pay that back at the rate of 3s. out of the
§s. they are paid cach week. They can bor-
row 10s. and repay it at the rate of 2s 6d.
per week. The purpose of that is to gel
clothes, I submitted a statement to the Min-
ister in which I urged him to increase the
eredit to £1, repayable at the rate of 2s. 6d.
per week. It was suggested that the repay-
ment should be at the rate of 3s. but if that
had heen enforeed, the men would have had
nothing at al! after buying their tobacco and
one or two other sundries. Another pro-
posal dealt with the kitchen. 1 am con-
vineed that better arrangements could ob-
tain there, and if the Minister investigated
the matter, I am sure an improvement would

They have
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follow. On my way home in my car, I have
given any of the men at Blackhoy a lift
along the road. They did not know who I
was and I took the opportunity to inquire
from them regarding various phases of the
camp life. Some told me the food was zll
right, while others said they got toc mnch
of one elass of food. They also told me that
the meat was often econtaminated. They had
sent back some of the meat to the kitchen,
but it had been returned to them subse-
quently. That meat, they said, was fly-
blown. The summer is approaching when
the fly difliculty will be accentuated, and if
something is not done to relieve the position,
there will be ground for further complaints.
I believe the position at the cook house could
he considerably improved. At least three
members of the welfare committee were ex-
pelled from the camp and most of the others
walked out The cook house job iz u pretty
hot one, and some of the men were anxious
to get out of it and go haek on to
sustenance, and so they were making it
difficult for the men in the camp, just
in order to raise a protest, That is how the
proposal was put up to me. Also the men
seemed to think that efforts should have been
made to raise the beds off the ground. Some
of these sugzestions micht well be attended
to. As for the welfare commiftee, on the
one or two oecasions I was up there visiting
there was nothing of a revolutionary char-
acter mentioned. They put up certain pro-
posals, but that was all. If I were located
in the camp I would certainly support a
welfare eommittee. 1 hope the Minister will
deal with these questions. As to increasing
the amount of credit available, I think that
is the one problem that can be solved. But
the general problem is of very grave import-
ance, and I hope the Government instead of
proroguing Parliament and going into re-
cess will do what they can to solve the prob-
lem. I cannot see that the mere putting off
of men is going to alleviate the position.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
. G. Latham—York) [11.32]: I would not
have spoken but for the member for Guild-
ford-Midland bringing me into the dehate,
If the unemployed think they are gving to
zet anything from the discnssion that has
taken place they will be keenly disap-
nointed, because the solution of the diff-
culty is not in the hands of the people of
this State. If it were, we would be imme-
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diately inundated with unemployed from
other parts of Australin. The unemploy-
ment problem we have is not easy of solu-
tion, for, as the Leader of the Opposition
said, unemployment is world-wide. It is
not that there is no work in Australia; it
is merely a question of getting the money.
If it were possible to raise the money we
would be only too glad to raise it and so
see the end of the unemployment problem,
There is plenty of useful work to be done,
but no money with which to pay for it.
Nobody would be better pleased to see
Blackboy Camp disbanded than would the
Minister be. I have watched legislation
introduced during the present session with
& view to bringing about g better distribu-
tion of the money available for the benefit
of the unemployed, and I have been sur-
prised at the opposition put up to it by
members of the Labour Party. It is of no
use the member for Kanowna decrying yel-
low gold, for yellow gold eounts to-day.

Hon. T. Walker: Because of the old
economic superstition that the true wealth
is our gold.

The Minister for Railways: We have to
pay for everything, either in gold or in
goods,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I should

not like to adopt the theory cherished by
some of the unemployed—thank goodness,
most of them are sensible men—-that we
should raise money by a loan issue in this
State. It is impossible, becanse we have
not the seeurity.

Hon. T. Walker interjected.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member is aware that a little while ago
this House ratified an agreement wunder
which the State handed over its wealth to
the Commonwealth,

Hon. P. Collier:
that?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Financial Agreement. The Leader of the
Opposition knows that onr Treasurer could
only sign bonds on behalf of the Common-
wealth Government—and they are in the
same hopeless position as we are. They
are trying to raise £28,000,000 to meet
debts falling due, and on top of that they
have to find £23.000,000 for London. The
member for Guildford-Midland referred to
my attitude on the subject of a fixed price
for wheat. I went fo Canberra io trv to
get 4s. per bushel for the farmers.

What agreement was
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Hon, W. D. Johnson:
that at Bruee Rock.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There I
was merely a private individual. This
State would have to find half that money,
which would mean 2% millions. £ we
eonld raise 234 millions, not only would we
solve the probloms of the wheatgrowers,
but we would solve the problem of unem-
ployment also.

Hon, W. D. Johnson: The Common-
wealth Bank guaranteed a bonus.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Commonwealth Bank eould not guarantee a
bonus. That statement is nof true. At that
time, Mr. Theodore was Treasnorer of Aus-
tralia, and he definitely told us he could
provide no solution unless the Common-
wealth Bank would furnish the money for
us. The Commonwealth Bank could no
more furnish it then than it could fo-day.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Money for the
wheat marketing pool wag guaranteed by
the Commonwealth Bank,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Would
the Commonwealth give the State 214 mil-
lions when wheat was being sold at half
the price? I listened to the hon. member
when he was making a speech to the farm-
ers. He said we should not grow any
more wheat until we got the price up to a
certain point. Will that sclve the unem-
ployment problem?

Mr. Sleeman: What did the farmers say
about it? Did they care?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I wanted
to know whether he connected himself with
their views. They were anxious to abolish
the Arbitration Court and the Workers’
Compensation Aet. He has to associate
himself with that now, so far as I am con-
cerned. The hon. memher cannot choose
what he desires.

Mr. Willeock: Do you hold those views?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not,
but the member for Guildford-Midland is
associating himself with people who do, and
has convened a meeting to be held early in
January. When that meeting is held, it
will be very interesting {0 see whether
similar motions are again earried.

Mr. Steeman: Do you know that they
repudiated that statement of yours?

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: I am
sorry that theve is any necessity for this
motion.

Mr. Willcock: So are all of us.

You didn't say
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I much
appreciate the inanner in which the Leader
of the Opposition ' submitted the motion.
He is well aware of the difficulties. There
was no need to move a motion in order to
impress upon the Government the gravity
of the situation and the necessity for help-
ing the unemployed. Any money that is
available or that we ecan make available to
ease the lot of the people out of employ-
ment will be provided.

Hon., W. D. Johnson: Get busy and or-
ganise food supplies. That is the only

way.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Food
supplies!  Wheat is cheaper than it has

ever been since I have lived in Australia
and that is a-good many years; meat is
cheaper than I have known it to be for
25 years, vegetables are cheaper than 1
have ever known them to be. I do not
think it is & question of food so mmeh
as of other necessaries of life.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: It is food they are
worrying about.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Speak-
ing personally, and not on bchalf of the
Government, I am of the opinion that
bread could he supplied more cheaply than
the price for which it can be obtained from
the shops or delivered. I want the House
to realise there are problems we are facing
that I for one do not wish to see brought
within the realm of party polities. I refer
to the position of the primary producer and
the difficulties confronting people who are
out of work. If the solving of the problem
necessitates my withdrawing from the Gov-
ernment, I, like my colleague the Chief See-
retary, will he only too pleased to do so.
I shall feel that the personal sacrifice was
made in a very worthy canse, When con-
fronted with such a serious problem as un-
employvment has become we should be able
to pet together and speak heart to heart.
We ought to close the Parliamentary gal-
leries and exclude the publie. We ought
to exclude the Press. e ought to diseuss
the matter in a logical manner and refrain
from playing to the gallery, to the “West
Australian” or to any other newspaper.

Mr, Sleeman: You have never made a
move in that direction.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member may have an opporinnity to sup-
port such a move before tong. The position
is not improving; rather is it growing worse.
If the public and the Press were excluded
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from the gallery we might be able to get
the hest out of members for the good of
these people we are desirous of helping.

MR. McCALLUM {South Fremantle}
[11.44]: I am sure the Leader of the
Opposition must feel very pleased. It is
no new thing for him to treat this issue as
a non-party one. He adopted that attitude
throughout the years when he was Leader
of the Government; he did it right through
the elections and he has been consistent in
his views, hut this is the first occasion on
which I have known him to gain a few con-
verts. For a long time he has heen reiter-
ating that unemployment should be a non-
party question, but until to-night he has
done it without mueh result. That this issve
is a serious one cannot be denied and that
unemployment s growing worse, as the Min-
ister for Lands stated, is evidenced by the
figures. In Januarvy last it cost the Govern-
ment £2,000 for sustenance, and during the
last few nonths the cost has heen £40,000
a month., This discussion should he produe-
tive of good, and I think it should be fol-
lowed by other discussions of the kind. I
am sure the time we have devoted to consid-
ering the subject has been more profitably
spent than the time we have given in the
last few weeks to discussing the very trivial
matters that have been placed hefore us.
No more importunt matter than this one
conld be diseussed, and it would have been
well had we devoted more of our time this
session to its consideration. The Chief See-
retary agreed that the lmmedinte necessity
was money, but that until a solution of the
problem was found, some palliative would
have to be adopted; otherwise if the un-
employed bad to wait until a solution was
found, with the numbers growing as they
have been during the last three months,
there would be serious trouble. My object
in speaking is to make the point that in my
judgment money ean he found. 1 do not
wish to make that statement without show-
ing where I believe it eould be found. I am
not one who subscribes to a policy of un-
restricted inflation; the trouble of the mom-
ent is not a fear of inflation but the delib-
erate deflation that has taken place. If we
conld revert to the pozition this country
oceupied a few years ago, we would he re-
lieved of much of the difficulty that now
confronts us. The figures show that in 1025
Australia had £55,140,000 of notes in cir-
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calation, while this year the value of notes
in cireulation is only £44,914,000. That is
to say, the notes at present in circulation in
Australia total £11,000,000 less than five
years ago., Taking the note issue to popu-
lation, in 1925 it was £9.2 whereas to-dav
it is only £6.9 per head of the population.
Thus the note issue has decreased by 30
per cent. per head of the population. It is
no advocacy of inflation te argue that the
eountry could at least afford to revert to
the position we occupied five years ago.
Those figures illastrate the deflation that has
taken place. It might be merely a ¢oin-
cidence, but it is nevertheless a fact that in
19256 unemployment in Ausiraliz totalled
8.8 per cent, whereas to-day it is 20 per
cent. of the population. If we could get
back to the position we occupied five years
ago, it wonld mean that another £30,000,000
would be in eirewlation. I understand the
object of the Commonwealth Government's
conference with the directors of the Com-
monwealth Bank is to check deflation and
get back to the position of five years ago.
It is all o question of defltation and I con-
sider it entively wrong that the note issue,
which has the backing not of the Com-
monwealth  Bank, but of the nation,
should have heen so decreased. The ervedit
of the people of this country is at stake,
To hand the control over to a hoard, which
ean defy the Government and the nation, act
as it likes, and deflate the eurrency in keep-
ing with the desires of those whe have pri-
vate interests of their own to serve apart
from the interests of the nation, is absolutely
wrong. It is the nation, through the Gov-
ernment, that should be in conirol of the
situation. The Government commiited a
grave ervor when it handed the control over
to individuals, When the Premier goes to
conferences in the other States he would do
well toe stand behind the Commonwealth
Government in their request that this defla-
tion should be stopped, to the end that we
might revert to the period when it was right
ikat we had a note issue egual to £9 2s. per
head of the population. There is every
reason why we should have at least that
amount of note issue now.

Mr. Angelo: Do you know what the differ-
ence in the gold reserve is?

My, MeCALLUM: It has to be about 40
per cent. of the note issue. That whick
matters is the amount of currency issued to
the public. Is there any reason why our
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currency should be restricted to the extent
of £30,000,000 in five years, when there is the
credit of the nation behind it just as was
the case five years ago? All throogh the
war, when we were fighting for omr exist-
ence, and the whole of the assets of the coun-
try were possibly in danger of being taken
by enemy nations, there was no argument
against the note issue being in the hands of
the Commonwealth. The Government con-
trolled the position then, and they can do =o
now. All through these trying periods, when
the nssets of the nation were at stake, and
the note issue was under Government con-
trol, there was no more inflation than was
safe. And yet the nation came through as
well as any other that was engaged in the
war. Now, in other trying times, all Gov-
ernments are looking for credit, and yet this
is a time when the note issue, behind which
the credit of the nation stands, is being re-
stricted to the tune of £30,000,000 compared
with the position five years ago. If there is
a time when we can afford to inflate rather
than deflate, it is now. I hope the Premier
will stand behind the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment in their request. It is not a ques-
tion of asking the Commonweslth Bank to
be s party to any inflation, merely to put a
stop to the deflation. If it is agreed that
the fignres of five years ago shall be reverted
to, the commeree of Anstralia will have
another £30,000,000 in circulation, and a
tremendous advance will be made towards a
settlement of the unemployment issue and
the general relief of the position.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
{(Hon. J. Seaddan—DMaylands) [11.35]: I
join with other members who have spoken
from this side of the House in compliment-
ing the Leader of the Opposition upon his
speech in moving this motion. He might
easily have made a good deal of capital
from the party point of view out of the
situation, but he refrained from taking ad-
vantage of the opportunity. This served to
bring io my mind the fact that for six years
or so, whilst n humble citizen of the State,
I saw many posters inviting the people to
#Keep Collier Premier.” I could never
fathom the reason why this request was
made so prominent, I am now satisfied that
the reason for it was that in the ranks of
Labour there was a fear that someone with
less judgment than the Leader of the Oppo-
sition might become leader of the party, and
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it was hoped that by the force of public
opinion they might retain the services of one
who had some judgment, and could use it
in the right manner, rather than that they
should have a leader who would use his posi-
tion at every opportunity to serve his party,
whether it was in the best interests of the
State or not. Actunally, it was necessary to
urge the people to “Keep Collier Premier”
so that “Johmson might not become Pre-
mier.” If the public could get an idea of
the utterances of different members, they
would see that parties themselves can have
serious differences of opinion on matters of
State. With respeet to the remarks of the
Attorney General, there does not appear to
be such a great difference of opinion on the
qunestion he referred to, or upon other ques-
iions bhetween that side of the House and this,
as there appears to be between the Opposi-
tion benches in front of me and the cross
Opposition benches. The question of unem-
plovment did not arvise overnight. To be-
labour each other from now until sunrise as
to the causes of unemployment will not help
us to meet the sitnation or selve the prob-
lem. T agree it is necessary and wise that
we should dizeuss any matter of importance
affecting any section of the entire commun-
ity from time to time, but it is no use blink-
ing the faet that the solution of the unem-
ployment difficalties in this State does not
rest with the Government or with this Par-
liament. ‘I'rue, we have something to do
with the matter, but it is one that affects
Australin as a whole. No one party can
solve it of itself. In differcat parts of Aus-
tralia we have different Governments in
power. In Queepsland, we have a Nation-
alist Government with no second Chamber.

The Minister for Agriculture: A eoalition
Government,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
There is no great difference between the
parties in office there. In New South Wales
there is a Labour Government who have just
come into office on the strength of promises
they will find it difficult to keep. In Vie-
toria there is a Labour Government, in Tas-
mania a Government of Nationalists, in
South Australia a Labour Government, and
in Western Australia a coalition Govern-
ment made np of representatives of the
Nationalists and the Country Party. The
solution of the problem of unemployment
does not rest with any one of those States,
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no matter what political party holds the
reins of office. When picking np the “West
Australinn” this morning I was interested to
notice in its eolumns remarks made by the
member for Mt. Hawthorn (Mr. Milling-
ton). I congratulate him on the attitude he
adopted on the question. He said he de-
clined fo make unemployment a political
question, one out of which his party might
ohtain some politieal advantage.

My, Millington: That was because it was
being made ¢ne in my elcetorate.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
is most unwise that it should be made a
party question,

Mr. Millington: I think so too.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
question is far too serious to warrant any-
one trying to make polilical capital out of
it in any part of the State. I may fall short
in many direction, but, like other members
of this Parliament, I am earnest in my pro-
per appreciation of the pesition. I hope,
from a natural realisation of those oceur-
rences which arise from a great volume of
unemployment, to do my best for those who
are up against things to the extent that so
many people are in Western Australia. But,
after all, I am in exacily the same position
as many others who are trying to solve the
problem. I am confronted by demands of
every deseription. On the face of them,
some of these appear quite simple. For
example, the member for Middle Swan {Mr.
Hegney) suggested a number of things that
might be done for everybody; and the mem-
ber for Vietoria Park (Mr. Eaphael) sug-
gested a number of things that might be
done for married men unemployved in the
metropolitan area. But if I am asked to do
something that will cost £5 and I have only
£2 to do it with, there is no use in pressing
the matter any further. And that, unfor-
tunately, is the position with regard to un-
employment in Western Australia to-day.
Actuaily, no other Government in Austra-
lia, whether Labour, Nationalist, or coali-
tion, is now doing so much to render assist-
ance 1o the unemployed as is being done by
the Government of this Sinte. 1 shall not
pursue the matter on party lines, but I am
bound to stute what the present Government
have attempted and, T believe, have achieved,
in order to prevent the misunderstandings
that might arise out of the utterances of
some hon. members. I would hate to imitate
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the attitude of the member for Victoria Park,
but I ecannot allow one of his statements
to pass without comment. "The hon. mem-
ber referred to the Lord Mayor's fund, and
left the impression that the preseat Govern-
ment have actually seized upon the moneys
contributed to that fund by the publie, and
paid them into Consolidated Revenue in
order to help to balance the Budget. As
a matter of faet, although the memher for
Hannans {Mr. Munsie) has denied it in this
Chamber, the Lord Mayor's fund was estab-
lished by our predecessors. The conditions
under whick that fund was initiated and
the methods by which it has been adminis-
tered existed before the present Government
took office; and there has been no change
whatever in that respect.

Mr. Kenneally: The methods were not
inangurated by the previous Goveroment at
all. They were inaugurated by the Lord
Mayor.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
do not wish to pursue the matter any fur-
ther. The hon. member interjecting knows
nothing about it.

Mr. Kenneally: I was there at the inaugn-
ration, and I remained.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Was
not a Government officer there?

Mr. Kenneally: KEveryone was invited
who was prepared to assist.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
shall not pursne the subject. In reply to
the member for Vietoriz Park T say agam
that the Lord Mayor’s fund was estab-
lished before the present Government toolk
office, and that not one penny subsecribed
by the public to that fund has been used
for other purposes than those which ob-
tained before the present Government took
office. To suggest that the present Govern-
ment took the money contributed by the
public to that fund and paid it into Con-
solidated Revenue is entirely wrong. The
money has been used for the relief of the
unemployed.  When the present Govern-
ment tock office, the unemployed single
man—I want the member for Fremantle
(Mr. Sleeman) to hear this—was getting
one meal a day and no bed. To-day un-
employed single men are reeceiving two
meals a day and a bed.

Mr. Sleeman: What are the Government
doing in Fremanile?
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
hon. member is looking after the Freman-
tle woemployed pretty well.

Mr. Raphael: It is being done by volun-
tary subseriptions, and not by funds ob-
tained from the Government.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
member for Victoria Park again is full of
wisdom.

Mr. Sleeman: Are you going to do the
same in Fremantle as in Perth when the
Fremantle funds are cut out?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
shall not take that fence before I get to
it. The Government have done their part
as well as they have been able to do it,
notwithstanding all that has been stated by
my friend who represents Fremantle at
the moment, A good deal has been said
about the scheme which the CGovernment
put into operation to enable local govern-
ing bodies to render some assistance to the
unemployed. It is not fair to suggest that
the Uovernment have compelled the loeal
governing bodies to do anything. As an
actual faet, a conference was called of loeal
governing bodies and of relief committees
receiving subscriptions from the publie.
The conference met in the council chamber
of the City of Perth, the T.ord Mayor pre-
siding.

Mr. Kenneally: Be careful! I was there,
too.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
know the whole story. The member for
East Perth {Mr. Kenneally) lit out as soon
as he got the chance. At thai conference
an executive committee was formed. The
members of that committee were asked to
consider a report submitted at a subse-
quent meeting with a view to the rendering
of some assistance to the Government in
dealing with the unemployed. The report
suggested, briefly, that the Government, in-
stead of paying something in the nature of
a dole for sustenance, should econtribute
the money to the local governing bodies,
that the loeal governing bodies should sup-
plement the amount i{o any extent they
could, that the relief funds should further
supplement it, and, finally, that the un-
employed should do work equivalent to the
amounts received by them. The desire was
to meet the objection of the great hody of
men who were not amongst the regular un-
employed, men who had lost their work be-
cause of eonditions in the timber industry,
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the pastoral industry, and the building
trades; men who had never before looked
to the Government for assistance or even
applied to the ILabor Bureau. They desired
sufficient work to enable them to live, and
they objected to a dole. No local govern-
ing body assisted the Government to the
extent of even a threepenny bit. We paid
sustenanee thrnugh the local governing
bodies in respect of every man employed,
and the amount contvibuted by wus was
used by the local governing bodies. Those
bodies supplemented the amount slightly,
and the relief committees did likewise. The
final resnlt was that the loeal governing
bodies obtained a rveturn of 100 per cent.
of the money they spent, the Government
nob receiving any return. Therefore to sug-
mest, as has been suggested, that the
(tovernment nsed the lecal pgoverning
bodies to relieve them of some expenditure
or obligation or responsibility, is to sug-
gest what is not true. The Government
might easily have said, ‘“For the susten-
ance that we will provide, we shall require
2 return.”” But we did not say it. We
recognised that the loeal governing bodies
vepresented the people just as we did. Tn
exactly the same way as Western Austra-
liz is part of lhe Commowealth, the rate-
payers are part of Western Ausiralia,
irrespective of the loeal governming body
under which they may be. If the (Govern-
ment had said to the unemployed, ‘“Here
is money subscribed by the faxpayers; in
return for it you ean go and do some work
for John Brown on his private property,’’
there “would have been objection, and
vightly so. Therefore the plan was adopted
ot providing work through the local gov-
erning bodies. Some people have said, “‘If
you could do that through the local govern-
ing bodies, why could yon not put the men
on Government work?” The answer is
simple. The Government, in that ecase,
would have had to find not only sustenanes
but an additional amountf, since no man
can work on mere Government sustenance.
That is the point. To work, a man must
have something extra. In the early stages
of the scheme I had request after request
from the loecal governing bodies to be al-
lowed to put the men to work merely for
the Government sustenance. My reply was
that that was not a fair proposition when
the sustenance was on the basis of enabling
a man who was idle to keep body and soul
together. To ask a man fo go out and work
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for the same amount would not have been
fair, I said that I would not tolerate such
a scheme unless the loeal governing bodies

fonnd some additional funds. Now, how-
ever, loeal governing hodies find them-
selves in the same position as the

Government. Their revenues are shrinking
just as our revenue is shrinking, Sooner or
later the position must be faced from some
vither angle. We must realise that we are
reaching a point at which the local govern-
ing bodies will he unable to earry on much
further. They are finding themselves in the
same position as the Government. The fact
remains, however, that because of this
scheme, the married men have veceived
over £18,000 more than would have been
possible without some such arrangement.
If they do not get another penay so long
as the unemployment trouble continues, it
can at least be said that they received the
benefit of that additional money. T do not
wish to pursue the matter further except
to say that on this particular question I
want, not only the sympathy, but the sup-
port. of each and every hon. member.

Mr. Sleeman: We will give vou thal.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
does not matter whiech Government hap-
pened to be in office, the same problem
would have to be solved. In the State and
Federal arenas and, in various parts of the
world as well, there are Governments rep-
resenting different politiecal factions. The
same problem ronfronts each Administra-
tion. In this State, I ask the support of
all members on this one question at any
rate, irrespective of whai we may receive
at their hands on other matters we place
before them. We want sympathy and sup-
port, not the waving of flags and heroics
merely because there happen to be a few
representatives of the unemployed in the
galleries.

Mr. Kenneally: You are doing some of
that now.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: All
that T ask is that hon. members shall
take seriously this one problem, above all
others. Rather than indulge in heroies for
the purpose of creating an impression on
those in the gallery, let them tell the peo-
ple the true position. Let them show g wil-
lingness to assist in the solution of the
problem.  As the member for Fremantle
(Mr. Sleeman} knows, many of the men
at Blackboy are just as good as
any to be found outside the camp.
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There are among the unmarried unemployed
men in the metvopolitan aren just as fine
types as are to be found anywhere through-
out the State. Notwithstanding that, how-
ever, there is here, just as there is elsewhere
thronghont the Commonwealth, a few who
are defnitely and wilfully setting themselves
out to cause discontent and strife amongst
the unemployed. Nothing that any Govern-
ment or any Parliament could do would
satisfy those men. Hon. members opposite
know that just as well as T do. Would they
suggest that [, or any other man in a posi-
tion of authority, should sit idly by and
permit men of that type to take the law
into their own hands?

Mr, Sleeman: What law?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The hon. member knows quite well what 1
refer to.

Mr. Sleeman: Municipal by-laws.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
is not a question of munieipal by-laws, but
of the proper recognition of estahlished au-
thority. The hon. member cannot level any
charge uunder this heading against me more
than can he levelled against any other Gov-
ernment, including the Labhour Government
that preceded the present Administration.
I have eopies of resolutions carried by
many unions, ineluding the A.W.U. and the
Timher Workers' Union, complaining most
bitterly against the action taken by our pre-
decessors in office in vsing the serviees of the
police to enforce law and order.

Mr. Steeman: And you follow their ex-
ample

Mr. Raphael:
footsteps?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
do not suggest for one moment fhat the
Labour Government were wrong in the atti-
tude they adopted.

Mr. Raphael : But you are.

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS: The
streets belong to the community as a whole,
and no one section has any right to sei
aside the by-laws and act in accordance
with its own desires. The member for Fre-
mantle made veference to what happened
within the last day or two. He knows just
as well as I do that it was the simplest thing
in the world to ask permission for a proces-
sion through the stveets, and the request
would have bheen granted.

Mr., Sleeman: Wonld it?

Why follow in such bad
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The men could have marched to Parliament
House or anywhere else. We have seen them
in front of Parliament House within the last
few days. On the other hand, we cannot
allow a few men to say deliberately that
they will do what they like in defianee of
authority. It is not a question of the de-
fiance apparent on a minor point, so mueh
as what it will lead to.

My, Sleeman: Arve you not aware that
permission was refused when an appliea-
tion was made by these men?

The MINTSTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
know that permnission has heen refused on
more than one occasion to permit demonstra-
tions in cevtain streets, That was done by
our predecessors in office, and it has still
to be done, [ was in the e¢ity on one ocea-
sion when the unemploved marehed in a
body dovwn Barrack-street and into St
George’s-terrace, They wanted permission
to mavch down Barrack-street on to the Iis-
platiade. They were able to get that per-
mission, but they were not satisfied and said,
“No, we will mareh down Barrack-street and
down Hay-street through the heart of the
traffic.” For what reason? To what end?
The intention of the leaders of the unem-
ployved at that time was not to bring under
the notice of the public some grievance that
they had, but was mevely for the purpose
of doing what they chose to do, irrespective
of established authovity. It is not the ser-
ionsness -of any particular action taken hy
these individuals that counts. The trouble
arises because of the possibility of what will
bhappen if we altow these oceurrences to go
unchecked.

Myr. Sleeman: Possibly the police may
kave had something to do with it.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: 1
have heard that stery too. It does not arise.
I do not suppose T am more perfect than
any other member here. I am not nervous
when I see a policeman.

Mr. Raphael: You are so big.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Only men who set themselves out to com-
mit breaches of the law are frightened of
the police.

Mr. MeCallum: Perhaps vou are more
acenstomed fo them.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
inay be on friendly terms with them, hut I
certainly do not have to avoid them. The
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point I want to make is that the position
regarding unemployment is serious enough
without inflaming a few individuals or, if
hon. members like, many individuals, by in-
dulging in heroies and flag-waving.

Mr. Sleeman: Is not that what you are
doing?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
hon. member knows the pesition quite well.
Reference was made during the debate to
three men having been turned out of Black-
boy beeause they were causing trouble and
strife. All the time they were endeavouring
to ereate discontent.  Hon. members can
Jndge what the position was when I say that
when those thrée men were ejected, 13
others of the thousand men at the camp fol-
lowed them out. Those individuals came to
Perth and have been making a lot of noise.
They are the men who, in conjunetion with
a few others, have been saying, “Come on,
boys! Notwithstanding what they may say,
let us march to Parliament House and tell
these wags what we think of them.” It does
not matter to men of that type what they
do, but they must be made to realise that a
duty devolves upon us to at least see that
the laws of the country, passed by the free
will of the people, are given effect to and
are observed by them. That is the point.
All the demonstrations in the world will not
help them in the slighest degree. No one
was more anxious than the present Leader
of the Opposition when he was Premier to
do everything possible to relieve the unem-
ployment difficulty.

Mr. Kenneally: Your leader did not say
so. Why this new-found faith?

‘The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: 1
do not care what the member for East Perth
{Mr. Kenueally) thinks; what I do care
ahout is the difficuity and trouble that con-
front us now. What has happened in the
past will not help. I ask those members
renerally, aud especially those few who may
not feel inclined o do so, to take a leaf out
of the bonk of the Leader of the Opposition
and also out of that of the member for
Mount Hawthorn (Mr. Millington} and on
this question at any rate, to leave party con-
siderations on one side. Let them help us
solve the problem that means so much to the
well-being of the community as a whole.
That problem will not be solved easily, but
it will be solved more quickly and perman-
ently if they do so.
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-MR. KENNEALLY (East Perth [12.18]:
We have listened to a foreeful, lueid disser-
tation from the Minister for Railways on
the neeessity for dealing with the unemploy-
men{ problem on a non-party basis. Dur-
ing the course of his speech, I found ocea-
sion to interject to the effect that it was a
new-found faith for him to propound. Thai
applied also to other members on the Gov-
crnment side of the House. YWhen present
Ministerialists were in opposition, the ques-
tion of unemployment was made a party
question. It was that on which members
opposite sought to belabour the Collier Gov-
ernment on the bustings. They stressed the
point that the Labour Government of the
day had not solved the unemployment Aiffi-
enlty. They undertook to do so themselves
if eleected, hut they have not done so. The
unemployment difficulty has not developed in
a rapid manner, and the definite undertaking
of the present Government members was
they would solve it if returned to power.
Now we have them saying it should never
be treated as a party matter. They used it
for jumping inte power, and having done
that they discover they eamnot do the job
they undertook, and now they ask that it be
treated as a non-party matter. I want to
show what the Premier said. This is his
message to the people in a non-party spirit.
Here is a document headed, “Sir James
Mitchell's message to the people.” It reads
as follows:—

Unemployment has not overtnken us in a-
night. It has been growiug vear by year and
the Collier Government has been and still is
bankmpt of ifeas as to how to deal with it.
The greatest waste of all is that occasioned
by meu out of work, for they are consumers
of wealth withont creating an equivalent
asget. [f returned to power, I have promised
to find work for evervbody in the State. Thia
is mo extravagant statement. What [ have
undertaken to do, T know I ean do. I have
had three terms of office, once of them as
Premicr for five years. On each of the three
occagions my party were returned to elean up
the muddles caused by Labour Governments,
and were invariably suecessful. Bat wnever
hefore has the State reached the shocking
plight to which the last six vears of Labour
mismanagement has reduced it.

The people accepted the idea. This is purely
a non-party document, issued during the
elections. It had the result, that the hon.
member went into power. So it is up to the
Premier to earry out his promises, instead
of which he says this problem of unemploy-
ment should be approached in a non-party
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spirit. I have heard the Premier make ob-
servations very different from that. Wher-
ever the party spirvit has been brought into
the question of unemployment, it was not
led by this party but by members of the
present Government when in Opposition,
and it was introduced for party purposes
and its object was achieved. The Premier
and his Ministers are charged with the
responsibility of giving effect to the promises
he made at the eleetions.

Mr. H. W. Mann: Do you think yon could
do it any better?

Mr. KENNEALLY: If T eould not do it
any better, at all events there would be no
need to ask the member for Perth to try,
because there would he no chance of his
being successful. The proposals of the Gov-
ernment to provide part work for some of
the people should not appeal to the eom-
munity. Do we think to work a married
man with six or eight childven, to send him
to Waroona on drainage work and pay him
only £3 a week to keep his wife and ehildren
—do the Governmeni think this country has
come down to that? This rationing system
is not to the benefit of the people. The Gov-
ernment, when in Opposition, undertook that
if returned they would find work for all

The Minister for Lands: We can find the
work, but not the money.

Mr. KENNEALLY : Becaunse the previous
Government eould not find either the money
or the wark we are told in this pamplilet
that it was the greatest muddling Govern-
ment ever in office. Now the present Gov-
ernment desire that unemployment shall be
dealt with in a non-party spirvit. That is
hecause they undertook to do certain things,
and have failed to carry out that under-
taking. Having ousted the previous Gov-
ernment on the ery of “work for all” they
now want to get in out of the wet by plead-
ing to have the cuestion dealt with in a
purely non-party spirit. The Minister for
Railways suggested that possibly the reason
why fthis side adopted the clection slogan
“Keep Collier Premier” was that we wanted
to keep Johnson from being Premier. That
was not so. I happened to be associated
with the slogan “Keep Collier Premier.” Its
objeet was to keep Mitehell out and Scad-
dan out, not to keep Johnson ount. It was
hecause we knew from past experience what
the present Premier would do if returned
to power that we got that slogan going in
the bope of saving the country from the
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muddle into which the present Premier has
already got it.
The Premier: Nonsense!

Mr. KENNEALLY: Of course the hon.
member’s deficit of £6,000,000 is all non-
sense. We did not want a repetition of that
disaster. The Minister for Railways to-
night pointed out that we cannot expect men
to work for sustenance alone. When the
Greenmount deviation was under considera-
tion the first proposal was to nse the unem-
ployed, the sustenance men on the lines sug-
gested by the Minister, namely, that it was
not right to ask men to work for sustenance
only. So it was agreed that each man wonld
he able to earn sustenance and rent and
fares to and from Greenmount and safficient
money to take bhim to the next pay-
day. Then the DMinister for Railways,
assisted by those on the Government side,
reduced the conditions of those men working
at Qreenmount till they were getting
only a few shillings above sustenance.
Vet this is the Minister wha says it is not
enouch to keep people in strength and able
to work. When they got a small amount
out of the sustenance, the landlord, know-
ing they were working, wauted some con-
sideration. What happened was that men
receiving very little more in money than the
equivalent of the sustenance they would
otherwise have got, endeavoured to pay some
of it to the landlord, and thus deprived
wives and children of some of the food they
required to keep body and soul together.
The Minister was particularly severe on
local governing bodies. llis pet aversion
seems to be the City Council. In the Press
and on the platform he has busied himself
slating the gentleman who recently vacated
the office of Lord Mayor of Perth. I was
present at the meeting held to deal with
the aspects of the question he raised. He
said that | attended and slid out, but that
he stayed. 1f he Tooks at the file, he will
find that that statement was incorrect. I
was there before he arrived, and T remained
after he left. He attended only one meet-
ing whereas I, with others, attended numer-
ous meetings in the hope of being able to
link up the local governing bhodies so that
further money might be obtained {o help
the unewployed. It ill-hbecomes this Minis-
ter, who does not play to the gallerv, and
who thinks it wrong to try o influence the
people in the gallery, to make a statement
that he knows to he absolutelv incorreet.
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The Government are not endeavouring to
improve the lot of thr worker who suceeeds
in obtaining a little temporary employment.
A man with a wife and four children wonld
be entitled to receive £2 25. a week. The
Government say, in effect, to the local gov-
erning bodies, “The money that we as a
Goverument would have to provide as sus-
tenance will be passed over to you, but we
shall not give you one cent. more. Yon
find the wmoney for the material upon which
the men are to work, and for additional
wages,” Ts that a fair proposition to put
to the loeal bodies? When members now
supporting the Government were sitting in
Opposition, they did not say to the elec-
tors, “If you returu us to power, we will
make the local governing bodies find the
work and will pay *he sustenance money to
them.”  No. They said they would find
work for all, and would rectify the muddling
of which they allegnd the Labour Govern-
mest had Leen gailty, the worst muddlers
the; said, who had ever held office. This
is tlie soery plight in which the Government
now find them-elves.

The Fremier: Do you colleet union fees
from those people?

Mr. KENREALLY : The Government are
in a hopeless and helpless plight, and their
latest 8.0.85. is, “Please treai this question
in a non-party spirit; please forget that the
documents we issued were not non-party.”

The Premier: Who asked for the non-
party spirit?

Mr. KENNEALLY : Three Mimisters, and
1 also heard the Premierr make an appeal
in that direction. This i, purely an after-
thought on the part of Laose who, on thein
own statements, secured the Treasury
benches by surrepiitious means. Either
they knew that they could not give effect to
their undertaking, «r they llad no intention
of doing s0.

Mr. Willeock: Surely the Premier does
not want to make it a party question.
The Premier: No.

Mr. VWilleock: You are not dissoeiating
vourself from the Ministers who do not want
to make it a non-party question?

The Premier: No.

Mr. KENNEALLY: There is another
direction in which we are nof doing the right
thing by the unemployed. We are undermin-
ing their manhood. Before they are con-
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sidered us applicants for work, they must
apply for sustenance. If a man loses his
work, has a few shillings behind him and
has too wuch spirit to ask for sustenance,
he cannot be considered for work.

Mr. H. W. Manon: That has been going
on for six years, and I say it is not right.

Mr., KENNEALLY: It has not been go-
ing on for six years.

Mr. H. W. Mann: Ii has.

Mr. KENNEALLY : The hon. member has
made so many mis-statements that he ought
to be eareful. On the hustiogs he eould lead
the unemployed and use them for his own
purposes, but he eannot do it here. His ut-
terances in this House are recorded, and
have to he suhstantiated. A man who does
not apply for sustenance is not considered
for work. That is an innovation.

[The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Angelo) took
© the Chair.]

Mr. H, W, Mann: It is not.

Mr. KENNEALLY: The hon. member is
not awake. He is trying to bolster up the
position of the Government he so dumbly
supports. When we say that a man shall
not be considered as an applicant for work
until he claims Government sustenance, we
are intentionally or unintentionally under-
mining his manhood. Frequently men have
come to me seeking work, men foo proud fo
ask for sustenance until their last shilling
had gone, but they wounld not be considered
for work until they were in poverty-sireet.
They had first to apply for sustenance.

Mr. H. W, Mann: Your pariy did worse.
Unless the unemployed had an AW.T.
ticket and were financial, they could not get
work.

Mr. KENNEALLY: That statement is as
incorrect as the previous one he made, so the
hon. member is quite hopeless. It might be
better for the Government if the hon. mem-
ber maintained his usual silence. I do not
approve of the system adopted by the Gov-
ernment. If a man has sufficient sense of
decency not to ask the Government for sus-
tenance nntil he is financially compelled to do
so, he should be honoured. If any work is
offering, he should be considered an appli-
cant, the same as the man who is receiving
sustenance. Otherwise the system will un-
dermine the manhood of the community.
Anyone who has sufficient manliness not to
ask for sustenance while he can possibly



2354

scrape along should be considered.  This
new system has been introduced by the pre-
sent Government.

Mr. H. W. Maun: That is not true.

Mr. KENNEALLY: I wish to ask the
Premier what has become of those little men
who ambled their way through the columns
of the “West Ausbralian” shortly after he
took offiee? In those days, the “TWest Aus-
tralian” was crowded with a lot of little
men showing where the wealth of the eoun-
try lay. It was designed to prove that if a
man had £1 and spent 2s., he wounld have
18s. left. Members will recolleet the illum-
inating information that was thus conveyed
to the publie.

The Premier: It was not intended to ap-
peal to your superior hrain.

Mr. KENNEALLY: Apparently not. I
do not think the Premier will have been dis-
appointed in that respeect, The position
arose that these little men who ambled their
way through the columns of the “West Aus-
tralian” also had to look for work, but could
not get it. They have a eonstant job looking
for it. Probably the Premier promised to
find them work, but the only job they have
now is that of looking for work.

The Premier: These people have kept you
in a job for a long time.

Mr. KENNEALLY : If they have kept the
one, they have kepi the other. Compara-
tively recently, the Federal executive of the
body with which I am associated gave atten-
tion to the unemployed, and issned a state-
ment showing the method by which it was
possible to deal with it. The burden of the com-
plaint from members oppesite is that no
suggestion has been made from this side to
overcome the difficulty. As the resuit of in-
terstate conferences amongst members of the
Federal cxecutive, the ALP. put forward a
definite proposition to overcome the diffi-
culty. They said that inflation to the extent
of £20,000,000 should be instituted. This
met with hearty oppasition from members
opposite. We were told what a £1 note
would be worth, and that we were following
along the lines of Russia. It was said we
were inviting the same difficulties in cur-
rency that have been experienced by other
Continental countries. To-night the Pre-
mier has shown us he realises that partial
inflation must occur if we are to get over
this orisis.

The Premier:
about it.

T did not say anything
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Mr., KENNEALLY: He said he was
waiting to get word of the result of the nego-
tiations between the Federal Government and
the Commonwealth Bank, and he hoped they
would be suceessful. These negotiations are
with respeet to note inflation. He has there-
fore altered his ideas of the method by which
the diffieulty can he overcome. In this crisis
there is no reason why we should not utilise
our credit for relief purposes, and issue
additional notes to overcome the diffieulty.
[f we keep on saying the difficulties are in-
surmountable, and make no effort to over-
come them, we shall not get very far. Un-
fortunately, nothing that comes from the
Federal Labour Party is any good.

The Premier: We will ask them for the
cash instead.

Mr, KENNEALLY: No doubt the Pre-
mier will take the cash, hecause the Federal
Government know we must utilise the credit
of the nation in this time of need, and use
the money in the interests of members of
the community as a whole rather than of
private individuzls. The member for Swan
said the trouble arose because of the pro-
tectionist tariff. He was asked what he
though of freetrade in England, where there
are now 3,000,000 persons out of employ-
ment. Ve are told that the big difficulty in
Australia is the tariff. In England where
they have freetrade or a revenue tariff, un-
employment is rife. The tariff argument
i advanced in Australia because there are
many people here whe desire to import the
goods we use rather than have them made
in Australia with consequent employment to
our citizens. ¥ hope the time will not arrive
when we shall adopt a freetrade policy.
The Government are rationing work and are
applying for an extension of the hours of
work for those people they are rationing.
Is that a satisfactory attempt to solve the
unemployment problem? Ordinarily, men
work 44 hours a week, but if the Govern-
ment have their way, their hours per week
are to be increased. In some cases, instead
of the men working six dayvs a week, they
work only five, and in other cases they are
called upon to stand aside one week in ten.
This week is called “Mitchell's dreame™
When we tell men they will get only five
weeks’ work out of six, and then apply to
the court to force those who are at work to
work for longer hours for the same money,
it is suggested we are providing a solution
of the difficulty. Every time the pumber of



[+ Decemner, 1930.]

hours worked per person is increased, fur-
ther nnemployment is created. The longer
hours mean that there is less work to do for
those who are out of employment. It is late
in the day for the Government to suggest
dealing with the matter from a non-party
point of view. All members opposite have
not subscribed to that idea to-night. Doecu-
ments sneh as those I have produced show
how we stand. I hope the attitude adopted
by the Government will not he maintained
any longer. Men who are out of work are
entitled to a reasonahle working week at
the hands of the Government. As things
are, the Government enable some of them
to receive £3 a week, though they have earned
far more, and expect them to live on that
and keep two homes going.  Alternatively,
they allow these men to take their wives
with them and live in a tent. It is a policy
which shonld no longer he tolerated. 1 hope
the Government will get on with the job
as they promised to do, and find work for
all. They claimed that they were going to
put right the muddle which has occurred
during the regime of the Labour Govern-
ment, and see that there was a job for every-
one. If they do that, their appeals for con-
sideration from the non-party point of view
will £all upon better ground.

HON. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [12.50]:
I ask leave to withdraw my motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

QUESTION —GOVERNMENT BUILD-
INGS, IMPORTED MATERIAL.

Mr. CORBOY asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Has the use of an imported mate-
rial been specified during recent months in
connection with school or other Government
buildings? 2, If so, what is the nature of
the material, and the country of origin? 3,
Is it not a fact that an eminently suitable
material of entively local manufacture s
available for the purpose? 4, If the answer
to No. 3 is in the affirmative, why was the
money available not used to employ our own
people? i

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, Yes, in eonnection with three small port-
able country schools. 2, A fibre hoard made
from denatured sugar-cane residve by
hydraulic pressure — manufactured in
U.S.A. and kmown as “Celotex.” 3, No, nor
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is an approximately similar material manu-
factured anywhere in Australia. 4, See ans-
wer to Question 3.

QUESTION—BUS ROUTE, CANUELLA-
TION.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for Rail-

ways: Was motor bus Route 50 cancelled
solely because of its interfevence with Gov-

ernment tramway earnings?

The MINISTER FOR
replied: Yes.

RAILWAYS

QUESTION —RAILWAY WORKSHOPS,
DISMISSALS.

Mr. HEGNEY asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Does he intend to instruet the
Commissioner of Railways to suspend the
notices of dismissal that have heen issued
to the workers ai the Raiiway Workshops
until after the Christmas holidays? 2, Will
he inform the House_when this policy of
rentrenchment in the Bailway Department
is going tn cease?

The MINISTER FOR RATILWAYS re-
plied: 1, No. Yn any ease this matter rests
within the discretion of the Commissioner of
Railways. 2, The Commissioner advise: that
with the last bateh of notices given, the
workshops steff may he regarded as prae-
tieally at the minimnmn required for main-
tenance purposes, hence further retrench-
ment of any magnitude is not likely.

COST OF LIVING—SELECT COM-
MITTEE.

Report Presented,

Mr. Millington brought wp the report of
the select committee.

Report received and ordered to he print-
ed, and to be considered at the next sitting
of the House,

BILL—LAND AND INCOME TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Introdugced by the Premier, and read a
first time.

BILL—SALARIES TAX.
Report of Committee adopted.
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BILL—INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Third Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
J. Lindsay— Mt. Marshall) [1255]: I
move—

Fhat the Bill be pow read a third time,

MR. Mc¢CALLUM (South Fremantle)
[12.56]: In case there is a lingering doubt
in the mind of any hon. member as to my
attitnde, T wish to state that I am opposed
to the third reading of this Bill. In my
opinion it will he a grave error if the mea-
sure is read a third time. Particularly in
view of the discussion which took place
carlier in the sitting, T am positive that the
Bill will intensify the unemployment
problem. Tis effect will be to take money
out of the hands of many thousands and
put it into the hands of a very few. It
will take money out of general cirenlation,
create additional nnemployment, and ren-
der additional funds available for possible
expenditure on luxuries and enjoyment. 1
objected to the Bill at the first reading, and
I object to it at its final stage. It is a
complete mistake, and will do grave injus-
tice to a most deserving section of the com-
munity. It will take money away from the
people just when they are starting to get a
little back. Fwmployees have suffered for
20 years because the cost off living has
been against them. They have been re-
ceiving less than the cost of living figures
showed them to be entitled to receive. That
aspeet is smothered up; it is never men-
tioned. Now that the cost of living is com-
ing down, the people affected are denied
the opportunity of obtaining some recom-
pense for the period during which they suf-
fered so much. On that aspeet I gave the
Premier some fizures when the Bill was in-
troduced. Now I want to point out to him
exactly what the measure means in some
directions. In to-day’s ‘“West Australian’’
appears a letter from the Seeretary of the
Railway Officers” Union, showing how the
efforts of the Government ‘gre ‘reducing
the wages and the standard of one section
of the eommunity. That has been repeat-
edly denied; the Minister for Lands again
denied it this evening. However, here are
figures showing the effect upon a railway
emplovee who is working at Meekatharra
on a salary of £400. Teo begin with, if the
Government get their way in the Arbitra-
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tion Court, that employee will lose his dis-
trict allowance of £60. The salaries tax
will take from bhim £21 8s. 9d. If the
figures given by the Minister for Works as
to the basic wage are correct, the employee
will come down a further £14. He will
have to pay a hospital tax of £2 2s. 10d.
In all he will lose £97 11s. 7d. Just on
£100 will he lose if all the efforts of the
Government are successful. .\n officer on
that range will have to sacrifice nearly £2
per week. We were told the Government wera
not out to interfere with industrial conditions
to lower wages or to reduce standards. Is
there any other section of the Government
service that has suffered to such an extent as
those to whom I have been referring? Cer-
tainly no other section has suffered to the
extent of a reduction of £2 per week. I
gave the figures to the House to show what
the collections would represent when the
Salaries Tax Bill was before the House. My
fignres did not come to anything like £90 a
vear, yet that is what the secvetary of the

union has estimated as the deduction
to be made, I emphatically protest against
the Bill, It is an iniquitous propesition to

reduce the siandard of wages paid to a see-
tion of the community that has suffered so
much during the past 20 years. I have no
doubt that the outcome of the legislation
will be that many more men will be thrown
out of work. T eannot follow those who say
that because men will have their wages re-
duced, an inereased number will secure em-
pioyment. If we were to follow that line of
argument to its logical coneclusion, then if
men worked for nothing there would be a
lot more employment. Hen, members know
that that would not be the posifion. Money
that is paid away as wages is spent on the
purchase of foodstuffs and requirements
generally, s¢ that the funds are cireulated
througheut indusiry and must necessarily
promote employment. When money is
Iargely concentrated in the hands of a few,
there is always the possibility of its being
diverted {o channels that will not be of the
greatest advantage to the communify as a
whole. There is no fear of that when it
comes to a matter of wages paid to the
workers. They spend every shilling they
get in providing for the requirements of
their homes and living in a decent standard
of comfort. XNaturally that ereates more
employment within our own boundaries, and
assists our local industriess. T want to
make my position definite and clear. If
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I am spared to hold Ministerial office
again. I will take the earliest possible
steps to redress the grievous wrong done
to the workers of this couniry. I will
not be on the Treasury bench for long
before I shall take the necessary action to
remove ihis iniquitous piece of legislation
from the statute-book. I presume the Leg-
islative Council wiil not take long to pass
the Bill because they seem to desire to get
money into the hands of the fewest number
of people possible. From that standpoint,
the Bill will be accepted with open arms.
I will remedy the position when I haye
the opportunity.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. 22
Noes .. .. .o 18
Majority for .. 4
AYES,
Mr. Barnard Mr. MeLarty
Mr. Browo Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Davy Mr. Parker
Mr. Doney Mr. Patrick
M¢e. Ferguson Mr, Plesse
Mr, Griffiths Mr. Rlehardson
Mr. Keenan Mr. Sampson
Mr. Latham Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Lindeay Mr. Thorn
Mr. H. W. Mann Mr., Wella
Mr. J. 1. Mann Mr. North
(Teller,
NoEs,
Mr. Coflier Mr. Mitlingino
Mr. Corboy Mr. Munsle
Mr., Hegney Mr, Panton
Mr. Jobnson Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Kenneally Mr. Walker
Mr, Lamond Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Lutey Mr., Willcock
Mr. Marshall Mr, Withers
Mr, McCallum Mr. Rapbael
(Teller.)
Palns,
AYES. Noss
Mr. J. M. Smith Mr. Wilson
Mr. Angelo My, Coverley
Mr. J. H, Smith Mr. Troy

Quostion thus passed.

Bill read a third time, and transmitted
to the Couneil.

BILL—PREMIUM EONDS,

Received from the Council and on motion
by Mr. H. W. Mann read a first time.
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BILL—FEAST PERTH PUBLIC HALL.

Read a third time and traosmitted to the
Couneil.

House adjourned at 1.14 am. (Friday).

Legislative douncil,

Tuesday, 9tk December, 1930,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4,30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, COAL
TESTS.

Hon. E. ROSF asked the Minister for
Country Water Supplies: 1, Do the Rail-
way Department make weekly or monthly
tests of the quality of coal supplied by the
various Collie mines to the department? 2,
If so, will the Minister lay on the Table
the results of such tests taken for the six
months ended 3(th November last?

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES replied : 1, Yes,
monthly. 2, Yes.

The Minister for Couniry Water Swup-
plies laid the paper on the Table.



